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lived; if he could be revived to reoccupy that still | 
yacant seat, he would rebuke you in language | 


that Lcannotimitate. Thank God! Mr. Speaker, 
| represent a liberal and a generous people; none 


of your superannuated districts, where everything | 


jg in its dotage; where you gloat upon a dollar, 
and starve upon the memory of a prosperity that 
is past. We have no lordly proprietors and fawn- 
ing vassals among us; 
wretches mourning over the vestiges of colonial 
affluence and bondage. Ours is a young and 
thriving country; mine a people liberal to a fault, 
rodigal in their benevolence, and who will never 
stoop to inquire whether their representatives are 
aid one hundred or one thousand dollars! Sir, 
we make no money here; not one man from the 
janting States carries home with him acent. We 


do not come here to hoard up fortunes and save | 


pic-i-unes. 


Mr. Speaker, the people of the South are a | 
Your public places, from Vir- | 


traveling people. A n 
inia to Saratoga, are crowded with the citizens. 


of Mississippiand Louisiana every season; and out | 


of ten thousand who leave home, probably not one 


hundred travel by land. Our roads, in fact, in the | 
winter and spring, are impassable. We have no | 


stages there; and | myself was twelve hours travel- 
ing twenty miles on horseback, on my way last 
year to this city—such was the condition of our 
roads! 

Sir, l repeat it, that the passage of this resolu- 
tion would not affect me personally; but | protest 
against its injurious operation upon others in the 
distant States. It would completely change the 
representation in this House. It would cut off 
and exclude every man in moderate circumstances 
in the States to which I refer. 
lic men are poor. The public men in the old 
States are, generally, men of fortune, and able to 
live here upon their own incomes. But we have 
no family influence in the new States; no heredi- 
tary representation; no descent of office from one 


eneration to another; and the majority of our legis- | 
ators, here and at home, are young men, without | 


fortunes, who have risen by their own exertions. 
Sir, [ will vote for no measure that will have the 
most remote tendency to check the aspirations or 
cripple the energies of those who have no fortune 
todepend upon. I will not consent to create an 
aristocracy here, or to fill this Hall exclusively with 
rich manufacturers or purse-proud nabobs. Letit 
remain in the power of all to come here, who have 
the industry or the talent, or the merit to win their 
way, whether they be rich or poor. 

In relation to the amendment, Mr. Speaker, it 
is right that | should say it is aimed at no particu- 
lar individual. I have heard much; but my curi- 
osity has never led me to inquire after names. I 
would scorn to examine the accounts of gentlemen; 
that I leave to those who choose to do so, and be- 
lieve itis their duty. I will never attempt to win 
my way to fame or popularity, by any legislation 
intended to injure others. But while 


the investigation proposed in my amendment. It 


is notorious that gentlemen in both branches of 


Congress do absent themselves without leave, for 


days and weeks. They go to Philadelphia, New | 


Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, and elsewhere, to 
attend the courts. 


toserve the people? No, sir, nota manofus. Not || 
one that this resolution is intended to prostrate ever 
leaves his seat here to receive fees_in the courts | 
of law; we leave that to those distinguished gentle- |, 


no miserable half-fed | 


Many of our pub- | 


intend || 
nothing personal, [ must insist upon the equity of || 


What deductions have been 
made in their accounts? They attend the Supreme 
Court, in thiscity. Yes, sir! the very men who are | 
Voting for this ad captandum, this popularity-hunt- | 
ing resolution, go there day after day upon profes- | 
sional business. Sir, do we ge there? Do we pocket | 
large fees for court services, When we are sent here || 
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and on another to be proposed by my friend from 


Arkansas, (Mr. Yevu.] In the vernacular tongue 
of the West, ‘‘give us a fair shake,”’ and we will 
balance accounts with you. We will leave it to 
the people to decide who are most censurable: 
the members from the new States who charge by 
the route that every one travels—by the only 
route that can be traveled—who charge according 
to immemorial usage, and by the official sanction 
of officers acting under oath; or those who teave 
this House, day after day, and the service of their 
constituents, to practice law for extravagant Fzgs? 

Mr. YELL sent the following amendment to 
the Chair: 

And that said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for 
reducing the compensation allowed to members of 
Congress to six dollars per diem; and also into 
the expediency of providing by law for the re- 
| moval of the seat of Government of the United 
|| States to some point on the Ohio or Mississippi 
river, on or before the first day of January, 1840. 
|, Mr. Y. took the floor, and said that it was obvious 
that the original resolution was intended to throw 

censure upon the members coming from the distant 
| West, although it has not the boldness, the candor, 
|| the manliness, to avow such intention. For one, 
he was willing to admit that he charged by the 
river route, under the authority of a distinguished 
| predecessor (Mr. Clay) of yours, Mr. Speaker; 
| under your authority, and that of your predeces- 
sor, and under the example of a gentleman (Mr. 
Sevier) as scrupulous, as honest, and as honor- 
| able as any one on this floor, however immaculate 
| they may wish to appear. [He charged only for 
the distance he traveled, and that distance was 
| accurately estimated, not mere guess-work. Sir, 
| let gentlemen look at home; let them pluck the 
| mote out of their own eye; let them cut down 
their own compensation to six dollars per day; 
| and then attend to the duties of the Louse instead 


session, to practice law, or riot in luxury on their 
|| splendid estates. He was disposed to test the 
| sincerity of gentlemen. Let them stand up before 
the country, and vote for his amendment, and for 
| the salutary proposition submitted by the gentle- 
/man from Mississippi, whose address has just 
| produced so much sensation in the House. Let 
there be no skulking, but give us an unequivocal 
| vote by yeas and nays. 

Sir, why is this war upon the West? What 
| new political evolution isto be made? Who does 
| the gentleman from Kentucky propose to affect ? 
| It is strange, sir, very strange, that this proposi- 
tion should emanate from a party opposed hereto- 
| fore to retrenchment and an economical adminis- 
|| tration of the ‘Government; a party that had 








istration, from its very organization, in all its 
| salutary measures; & party that relies upon lati- 
tudinarian constructions alone, to justify their 
extraordinary assumptions when in power. 
| this their veil of gossamer will be stripped away; 
\| and the people of the West will see in it only the 
| ignis fatuus, an artifice to gull and delude them. 
|| If they were sincere, let them vote for the propo- 
| sition of his friend from Mississippi; let them 
vote for the amendment now submitted by himself; 
let them say whether they will favor the removal 
of the seat of Government from a lateral to 
a central position; from a poor, exposed, worn-out 
|| country, toa point central to the great interests 
|| of this Union; in the midst of a wealthy and im- 
| proving region, surrounded by a population as 
brave, as patriotic, as any In the universe. 

|| Mr. Y. continued at length, and concluded by 
urging the adoption of his amendment. 


men who are so much alarmed about this miserable || man from Arkansas [Mr. Yett] had not been 
Mileage. While they are making thousands out | here at the last session, or he would have seen 
of this House, or feasting at some splendid man- | that he (Mr. U.) had not moved in this subject 


sion, we are industriously—-perhaps unprofitably— | 
; ir, we will not || members of the House; but that he had d6ne so 
shrink from this investigation; we challenge it; || with the full conviction that some legislation was | 


attending to our duties here. 


with a disposition to criminate any of his brother 





let us have the yeas and nays on my amendment, | 


of traveling off during the continuance of the | 


| endeavored to thwart General Jackson’s admin- | 


Sir, || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD observed that the gentle- | 
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necessary. The keen perspicuity of the gentle- 
man from Arkansas seemed to discover that Mr. 


| U. intended to cast reflections and offer an insult 


to those persons who had charged by the river 
route. Mr. U. would assure the gentleman that 
he meant no such thing, but had only honestly 
endeavored to bring to the consideration of the 
House and the country what he believed to be an 
existing evil; and one, too, which he considered 
it his duty to endeavor to correct. It was a noto- 
rious fact, not to be denied, that a large portion of 
the members of the House from the South and 
West claimed and received compensation for their 
mileage by the river route, which amounted to a 
much larger sum than that charged by the land 
route; and gentlemen justified themselves in doing 
so. Now, Mr. U. did not propose to controvert 
the reasons which gentlemen assigned for their 
conduct; nor did he say that gentlemen acted cor- 
ruptly in making these charges, but he conscien- 
tiously believed they misconstrued the law on 
this subject, and as a member of the House he 
considered it his duty to endeavor to correct what 
he conceived a misinterpretation of that law. The 
act fixing the compensation of members of Con- 
gress was passed at a time when there were no 
| steamboats on the western waters; and he believed 
it was now wrong for gentlemen to charge by 
these circuitous routes. If, however, gentlemen 
| could reconcile this with their own consciences, 
he had nothing to say; but he thought they ought 
| to have some uniform rule of action in these cases; 
and for the purpose of procuring this uniform 
| system he had moved in this matter, and made 
| these exertions, and for no other purpose what- 
ever. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY here moved that the 
House proceed to the orders of the day; which 
was agreed to. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the Senate were, by 
general consent, read twice and referred: 

An act for the relief of Samuel Miller; 
| An act to authorize the Washington Turnpike 
| Company, in Missouri, to construct a road through 
| the public lands; 

An act to authorize the East Florida Railroad 
| Company to construct their road through the pub- 
| lic lands in Florida; 

An act for altering the times of holding the cir- 
cuit court of the United States at Raleigh, North 
| Carolina; 

An act to allow a drawback on imported hemp, 
| when manufactured into cordage and exported; 

| An act to authorize Peter Warner, of Indiana, 
| to purchase a certain half section of the public 
| lands; and 

An act to continue in force, for a limited time, 
the act entitled ‘* An act to carry into effect the 
convention with Spain.”’ 


THE TARIFF. 


The bill to repeal certain provisions of the act 
to alter and amend the several acts imposing du- 
ties on certain articles, was twice read; when 


| Mr. CAMBRELENG moved its postponement 
until Monday next. 

| Mr. DENNY moved to refer it to a Committee 
| of the Whole; and 

After some few remarks by Messrs. INGER- 
SOLL, HARPER, DENNY,SUTHERLAND, 
and LAWRENCE, 

The motion to postpone was decided in the 
| negative, and the motion to commit was also 
| decided in the negative. 
| The question then recurring on the engrossment 

of the bill, 


Mr. DENNY moved that the bill be postponed 
unyl Tuesday next; which was agreed to—ayes 
| 69, noes 63. 








ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: 
An act for the relief of Henry Lee; 
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A joint resolution granting relief to the legal 
representatives of Michael Fenwick, deceased ; 
An act further to amend the act incorporating 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company; and 
An act to authorize the New Orleans and Car- 
rolton Railroad Company to construct a railroad 
from Carrolton to Bayou Sara. 


The House then took up the bill for the relief 
of N. and L. Dana & Co. 

The question pending was on the engrossment 
of the bill. 

After someremarks by Messrs. SMITH CAVE 
JOHNSON, REED, PEARCE of Rhode Island, 
BOND, CUSHING, CAMBRELENG, GID- 
EON LEE, PHILLIPS, and CRAIG, 

Mr. CAVE JOLINSON called for the yeas 
and nays on ordering the bill to be engrossed; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 57, nays 90. 

So the bill was rejected. 


On motion of Mr. GILLET, the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Eleanor S. Moore; 
and the same was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

REVENUE FROM IMPORTS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
the 26th ultimo, transmitting a tabular statement 
exhibiting the gross revenue received on imports 


for the last four years; which was laid on the | 


table, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion, the House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarunrpay, January 21, 1837. 
After the reading of the Journal— 
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son who sent the memorial, with an intention of through other members of the body who aie his 
handing it back himeelf; and for this.purpose he , 


went to both doors of the Senate Chamber, but 
was unable to meet with him ateither. Hereturned 
to his seat; and soon after one of the young men 
came to him and informed him the gentleman was 
in the antechamber. He then handed the young 
man the paper to return ittotheauthor. He said 
had time been afforded him for examination of the 
memorial, he might or might not have presented 
it, as justice and propriety should seem to require. 
He acknowledged that it was not only his duty, 
but a pleasure, when requested so to do, to present 
memorials or petitions on all or any subjects within 
the power or contro] of the Senate, and which 
were in proper language, not only for the citizens 
of Ohio, but also from citizens residing in any part 
of the United States. Whether the memorial in 
question was or was not of that character, the 
hasty manner with which he perused it did not 
enable him to determine, nor did he wish to be 
understood as expressing any opinion on that 
point; and while he considered the note of the 
gentleman as containing some biting sarcasms, of 
which he did not complain, it also contained a 
kind of left-handed compliment for the humble 
part which he took in the transaction to which the 
memorial referred. What transpired then is well- 
known and need not be repeated. As to the part 
he took and the observations he made, they had 
been correctly, or at least substantially, reported 
in the National Intelligencer. The impression 
made on his mind at the time the proceedings re- 


| specting the memorialist took place, he probably 
| could not, nor did he wish to make an attempt, to 
|, describe. 


Mr. M. said he was hastily led to make the re- 


| marks he did, because he thought the proceedings 
‘| of the Senate with regard to the individuals who 


Mr. MORRIS rose, and said that he begged | 


the indulgence of the Senate to make a short 
statement respecting an article which had appeared 
in one of the city papers this morning. It might 
be considered by gentlemen as partaking more of 
a@ private than a public nature, and one with which 
he ought not to trouble the Senate; and could he 
consider the paragraph as intended, or even bear- 
ing on its face a mere private individual allusion 
to himself, he would not thus publicly notice it. 
But it went further; it was a comment, in severe 
terms, to say the least, on his conduct as a Sena- 
tor, and that, too, by a citizen of his own State, 
and as such it required of him an explanation. 
The charge is (cad Mr. M.) that he had neglected 
the just rights of one of his fellow-citizens, and 
refused, as his representative, to present his memo- 


rial to the Senate, and thus had treated him with | 


disrespect. 
citizens of the State—it is due to myself—that this 
publication should not pass without notice. It 
will be found in the Intelligencer of this morning, 
in the following words. [Here Mr. M. read the 
communication referred to.] 

It is true, sir, (said Mr. M.,) that on yesterday 
morning, after the time for the presentation of 
petitions and memorials had elapsed, and the 
Chair had called for reports of standing commit- 
tees, one of the young gentlemen who attend the 
Senate came to his seat and handed him a paper, 
which he found to be a memorial, and which he 
believed was correctly published in the Intelli- 


gencer of this morning; and with the memorial he | 


also received a note, of which the following isa 
copy: 

Dear Str: Asa friend T ask you to present the accom- 
panying memorial to the Senate. As one of your constit- 
uents [ demand it. 

Yours, with the highest respect, 

WM. B. LLOYD. 

If you do not present it, please return it immediately to 
me in the Sergeant's room. Ww. B 

Mr. M. said, that on reading the note he wrote 
at the bottom the following words: 


«ta 


SenaTe CHAMBER. 
S1r: Your memorial was handed to me after the time in 
which memorials can be received on this day had elapsed. 
I return it,—am willing to see and converse with you on 
the subject. What your rights are] am not prepared at 

this moment to determine. THOS. MORRIS. 
Mr. M. said that, after he had indorsed the 
name on the note, it occurred to him as proper to 
keep the paper and send back the memorial only. 
He immediately sought an interview with the per- 


It is due, then, (said Mr. M.,) to the |, 


created the disturbance in the gallery was wrong; 
but whether right or wrong, not himself but after- 
time must determine; for himself (he said) he had 
as yet seen no cause to change his opinion as ex- 
pressed at the time; and he would further state 
that while the proceedings in the Senate were going 
on after the person was arrested, he was entirely 
ignorant who he was, or of what State he was a 
citizen. Near the close, and but a minute or two 
before the Senate adjourned, he was informed by 
some gentlemen that the person was from Ohio; 
he inquired his name and was told it was Lloyd. 


| He then had a recollection of having seen him 


some days before, and had understood from Mr. 
Lloyd that his business in the city was to endeavor 
to obtain the passage of an act of Congress making 
an appropriation to improve the harbor at Cleve- 
land by the erection of a sea-wall. He said his 
efforts, be they what they may, were not made in 
defense of a friend, or in opposition to an enemy; 
he should have made the same efforts had he 
known the individual to have been both a personal 


| and political opponent; he merely intended to dis- 


charge his duty as a Senator in sustaining what 


he believed to be the rights of an American citizen. 


Sir, (said Mr. M.,) I think I understand this pub- 
lication; it is intended to go to the State in which 
I live, and [ have troubled the Senate with this 
explanation that it may immediately follow, and 
that my conduct in this particular may be correctly 
understood. He said, so faras in him lay, no 
citizen of Ohio, or of any other State, should have 
itin his power to misrepresent his course in the 
Senate. He said the peremptory language con- 
tained in the gentleman’s note he considered as the 
mere effect of excitement, and as such could readily 
be excused. He said it was but human nature to 
do and say things in excited moments which we 
would gladly alter or amend on future reflection; 
he said he had no idea that the language used was 
intended as any personal disfespect to himself. 
When he read the note he thought it would be 
better to see and converse with the person as to 
the propriety of the course to be pursued; but he 
denied tiat he had in this case been either neg!i- 
gent or unmindful of his duty; at least he had the 
approval of his own judgment, and should under 
like circumstances pursue a like course. It was 


| very strange, indeed, that Mr. Lloyd should com- 


plain when his instruction was to return him the 
memorial immediately if it was not presented; and 


| it is still more strange when, in his publication, he 
' says that he might procure the presentation of it 


| friends; and the very reason he assigns for not ap. 
| plying to some one of them is a reason why he 
| ought so to have applied. There is no doubt he 
| can obtain the presentation of his memorial through 

some member of the Senate if he yet desires it, op 
if he ever did desire it. Should he fail to make a 
further request, the citizens of our own State will 
be able to draw correct conclusions. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the Senator from 
Ohio had very satisfactorily shown to the Senate 
that it was not his fault that the memorial wag not 
presented’; and he (Mr. B.) would now show tha 
| if that memorial had been presented, it would not 
| have been his fault if it had not been immediate! 
referred and acted on. It was sufficient for him 
to say that he had good reasons to know that 
some consultations were going on, and that some 
| movement was intended, and that he was determ. 
ined that that movement should take the regular 
| parliamentary course. He therefore drew up a 
| motion, which he intended to make whenever the 
petition was presented, and which was shown to 
all his friends around him, with a request that 
they would vote for it when made, and which 
they promised him they would do. The motion 
was in these words: ‘* That the petition be re. 
‘ ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
‘power to send for witnesses, and to examine 
* them on oath; and that the committee be allowed 
‘a clerk, the expenses to be paid out of the con- 
‘tingent fund of the Senate.’ 

This was the motion which he had shown to 
all his friends, and which they had promised him 
to vote for when made; so that it would be seen 
that, had the petition been presented, it would not 
have been his fault if it had not been immediately 
referred and acted on. Aes to the intimations that 
had been given him, Mr. B. said he would say 
nothing; but he took the occasion to say that he 
sincerely hoped that some gentleman would pre- 
sent the memorial. He hoped that some oppor- 
tunity would be allowed him of giving to the 
public all the circumstances connected with the 
transactions of that night. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Wurtzborough, New York, setting 
forth that a flood of foreign papists, guided by 
crafty and zealous priests, are annually pouring 
in upon our shores, and their great apprehensions 
of a settled purpose to establish in time popery 
throughout the country, in place of the Protestant 
religion, and praying Congress to adopt such 
measures as may prevent the evils they appre- 
hend; also, praying for a revision of the naturali- 
zation laws. 

Mr. CLAY observed that some of the objects 
of the petition were beyond the constitutional 
power of Congress to interfere with. But as 
Congress possessed the power to revise the laws 
relative to naturalization, he would move to refer 
the petition to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
which motion was adopted. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the memo- 
rial of the Legislature cf the State of Alabama, 
respecting the employment of militia in the service 
of the United States, setting forth that in conse- 
quence of the privations and hardships to which 
he is exposed, the citizen soldier is not adequately 
compensated by the pay of a soldier of the regular 
army; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Thomas B. Parsons; which was read 
twice and referred. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which had been referred 
the bill to create an additional land district in the 
State of Alabama, reported the same without 

ij amendment, 


| Mr iXING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
ey on Monday, ask leave to bring in a bill 





for the adjustment and final disposition of four 
sections of land in the Tombigbee country, re- 
served for the cultivation of the vine and olive. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, moved to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the motion submitted by 
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Mr. Benton, directing the committee to which the | 
resolution to rescind the Treasury order should || 
be sent, to inquire into its practical effect on the || 
business of the country, and banking institutions | 
of the States, and the conduct of the banks, and | 
their attempts to withdraw specie from circulation, | 
&c., and further moved that the said motion be 

referred to the Committee on Finance. — 

Mr. BENTON expressed his oe sale the 
motion made by the Senator from Mississippi. 
This motion was, by order of the Senate, made | 

art of the inquiry which was sent to the com- 
mittee, and was too intimately connected with | 
the subject referred to, to be passed by in this | 
informal manner. ; ; 

Mr. WALKER said that it would be obvious || 
to the Senate that it would have been impossible 
for the committee to act on the motion of the 
Senator from Missouri, without entirely preventing 
any legislation at this session on the subject of the 
Treasury order. The committee were required 
by the motion to examine witnesses, and to send 
to a distance to collect testimony by deposition. | 
Now this would be a work of months, to enter 
into the inquiry in the manner contemplated by 
the motion, and the session was more than half | 
0 


ver. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that he was aware 
that the Senator from Missouri had given notice 
of his intention to lay before the Senate the reso- || 
lutiof in question; and it had, it appeared, been | 
subsequently introduced, passed, and committed || 
to the Conamittee on the Public Lands. All this || 
hed been done; and yet he had remained uncon- || 
scious of the fact, not having heard of any motion | 
to commit the resolution, nor of any other move- | 
ment in respect to it. He had believed that no | 
commitment would take place, and the matter had | 
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see if there was yet time enough in the session to 


| obtain the important information contemplated by 
|| the motion. 


Mr. Watker’s motion was then adopted. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Committee 


‘on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 


consideration of the petition of J. J. Roberts, in 


behalf of the American Missionaries, asking that | hori ‘ai aed hae 
their children born in foreign countries may be || ' 2uthorize certain experiments to be made to 


|, made by law American citizens. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the same com- | 
|| mittee was also discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the resolution directing an inquiry 


| into the expediency of increasing the salaries of 


certain clerks of the Federal courts in the State of 


| Virginia. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition of 
the owners of the ship Alleghany, reported a bill 
for their relief; which was read, and ordered toa 


| second reading. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
Michael Thornton; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading; 

The bill to authorize certain railroad companies 
to construct railroads through the lands of the 
United States in the Territory of Florida; and 

The bill to alter the times of holding the courts 
of the United States in the State of ‘Tennessee, 
were severally read the third time and passed. 


LAND BILL. 


The Senate then took up the bill to prohibit the 
sales of the public lands except to actual settlers, 
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; se ks T ‘ ' 
which he was a member, (Finance,) and he would || bama, to import free of duty an iron steamboat 


| in detached parts, with the necessary machinery, 
working tools, &c.; 

The bill for the relief of Robert P. Letcher and 
Thomas P. Moore; and 

The bill providing for the payment of the Ver- 
mont militia who served at the battle of Platts- 
burg. 


IMPROVEMENT IN FIRE-ARMS. 
The resolution introduced by Mr. Preston, 


test the utility of certain improvements made in 
fire-arms, was considered and adopted. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 21, 1837. 
Mr. MOORE moved a suspension of the rule 
for the purpose of submitting a motion that the 
| House resolve itself into the Committee of the 





ly weap, reclection Andee if Be | and in limited quanie; the quertion being” of 

: : || Mr. WALKER Ss motion to strike out ‘‘ three years, 
Sue he would have apposed, Deng sent (0 | and inert ones” beng the em of reaence re 
beneficial effect could be obtained by the adoption || bic " oneian mate ces — Speen. 
i| o — 

of that course; and it was calculated to retard the || yeas 12 aie tenia saeilanietadte thai 

action of this body on the bill designating the funds | ‘ ; 1 

cable bythe Government in te payment of | ,,1 HAS Meese: Benton, Black, Clayton, Ev 
i jec i 9 ’ ’ ’ wg 

the public revenue. If the object of the resolution !) sony Sevier, Tipton, Walker, and Wright—12. 


was to obtain information, why, then, it was not | “ . 
possible to get it in sufficient time to act onit, and | NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, 


as - | Clay, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing of Ohio,Grun- 
gr clans the present ses- || jy “Hubbard, Kent, King of Alabama, Knight, 
In either point of view he should have opposed | es aoatreet Pages a a4 
the resolution. He did not see any practical good || "198 Strange, Swilt, Aalimadge, and W hite—Z2. 
likely to result from it, and therefore saw no use , Mr. GRUNDY then moved to strike out three 
in its being sent to the Committee on Finance. | years, and insert two years for the term of resi- 
He repeated, that had the Senate taken up the | derce; and after a debate, in which Messrs. 
resolution and acted to the extent of its require- | 
ments, that important bill, which the country || bama, LINN, and TIPTON, took part, the mo- 
required should be immediately disposed of, could | tion was adopted—yeas 27, nays 11; as follows: 
not be passed during this session of Congress. 
The Senator from Missouri was aware of that 
fact, as well as himself. He hoped, therefore, 
that the question would be taken on discharging 
the Committee on the Public Lands from the con- 
sideration of the resolution. 


| anan, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, King of 
| Alabama, Linn, Moore, Morris, Nicholas, Page, 
| Rives, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, White, and Wright—27. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, concurred with the NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Crit- 
views expressed by the Senator from Alabamaon || tenden, Ewing of Ohio, Kent, Knight, Niles, 
the subject. He(Mr. E ) held that the resolution | Robbins, Swift, and Tomlinson—I1l1. 
should have been sent to theCommitteeon Finance, | Mr. EWING then laid on the table an amend- 
because the topics which it embraced came more | ment, which, he said, he would offer on Monday, 
properly within the sphere of their duties. Hehad | and it was ordered to be printed. 
never seen the resolution until this morning; but After some verbal amendments, the bill was, on 
he recollected having heard it read some weeks | Mr. WALKER’S motion, postponed to, and made 
ee he had oe, it at the = | the order of the day for, Monday next. 
the bill was reported. e Senator from Mis- || 
souri, he semusials should be allowed to pursue | BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 

The following bills were severally read the 


what course he might think proper with regard to || | ! 
his resolution. | second time and considered as in Committee of the 


Mr. BENTON said that the resolution was re- || Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
ferred on the 11th, and the motion went to them || reading: 
on the 12th, so that some time had already elapsed | ‘The bill for the relief of Norman Holt; 
since the committee had had itin charge. Besides, |; The bill for the relief of George F. Strother; 
if there was not time enough left in the session || The bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Porter; 
for the Committee on the Public Lands to attend || The bill for the relief of the heirs of Doctor 
to the business, was there more time, he asked, || John Ramsey, deceased; 
for the Committee on Finance to do it? Thatthe || The bill for the relief of A2neas Munson; 
Committee on the Public Lands shouldhavemoved || The bill for the relief of Thomas Cannon; 
to bedischarged when they made their report, was || ‘I'he bill for the relief of the corporate authori- 
perfectly regular; but he apprehended that it was || ties of the city of Mobile, [to remunerate them for 
entirely irregular to make such a motion afterthey || their expenses in fitting out two companies of 
had reported. He would now ask of his friends || volunteers for the late Creek war; 
to vote for sending this motion to thecommitteeof'' The bill to authorize George 








hitman, of Ala- 








| EWING of Ohio, WALKER, KING of Alas || 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buch- |) 


Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
| of considering the * bill supplementary to the act 
| for the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city of 
| New York.”’ Lost. 


GRADUATION LAND BILL. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub- 
| lic Lands, reported a resolution proposing to make 
| the ** bill to graduate the price of the public lands, 

to make provisions for actual settlers, and to cede 
the waste lands to the Siates wherein they are 
|| situated,’’ the special order of the day for Wed- 
| nesday next. 

| Mr. DAVIS said, as this was a very important 
| bill, in which the whole West were deeply inter- 
_ ested, he should ask for the yeas and nays; which 
ae and were—yeas 60), nays 93; as fol- 
| jOWS: 

| YEAS--Messrs. Anthony, Ashley, Black, Boon, 
| Boyd, Bunch, Bynum, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
| Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Coles, Cushman, 
| Davis, Denny, Dunlap, Galbraith, Rice Garland, 
Gholson, Hannegan, Samuel S. Harrison, Albert 
G. Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, Henderson, Hop- 
kins, Huntington, Huntsman, Cave Johnson, 
| Kennon, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, 
| Luke Lea, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
| Job Mann, Maury, McCarty, Morgan, Muhlen- 
| berg, Page, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, John Rey- 
|| nolds, Seymour, Shields, Smith, Sprague, Stande- 
| fer, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Toucey, 
| ee Wardwell, Sherrod Williams, and Yeil 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, He- 
|} man Allen, Bailey, Beale, Bell, Bockee, Bond, 
| Bouldin, Briggs, Buchanan, John Calhoun, Wil- 
liam Calhoun, Cambreleng, Campbeil, George 
Chambers, Chaney, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. 
Claiborne, Cramer, Darlington, Deberry, Drom- 
| goole, Efner, Evans, Everett, Fry, Grantland, 
| Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, J. Hail, Har- 
| per, Hawkins, Hazeltine, Hoar, Howell, Hubiey, 
| Hunt, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph 

Johnson, John W. Jones, Lawrence, Leonard, 
| Lincoln, Loyall, Lucas, William Mason, McKay, 
| McKennan, McKim, McLene, Mercer, Milligan, 
| Owens, Parker, Parks, James A. Pearce, Pearson, 

Pettigrew, Pickins, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Joseph 

Reynolds, Richardson, Rogers, Russell, Schenck, 
| William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, 

Shinn, Sickles, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas 

Turrili, Underwood, Vinton, Ward, Washington, 
| Webster, White, Elisha Whittlesey. Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, and Lewis Williams—93. 

So the House refused to concur in the resolu- 
| tion, and it was accordingly rejected. 


| PENSIONS RESTORED. 
| Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
| Pensions, reported a bill to restore to certain inva- 
| lid pensioners the amount of pensions by them 
| relinquished; which was read twice and com- 
| mitted. 
| Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented an amend- 
| ment to this bill, which he gave notice he should 
| move when the bill came up again for considera- 

tion, and the same was committed with the bill to 
| the Committee of the Whole. 

ATCHAFALAYA RAILROAD. 


| Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
' Public Lands, reported a resolution proposing to 
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discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 


further consideration of the ‘* bill granting a right 
of way through the public /ands to the Atchafalaya 
railroad and banking company ;’’ which was con- 
curred in. The bill having been brought into the 
House, on motion of Mr. LINCOLN, was taken 
up on its engrossment. 

Mr. PARKS had the same objection to the 
pone of this bill in its present state which he 

ad to all other bills of this kind; which was, 
that it contained no provision for carrying the 
mails of the United States, public stores, &c.; 
consequently these corporations charged the Gov- 
ernment an extravagant price for carrying the 
mails. Where these charters were granted by 
the States, and they were under the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the States, the Government cou!d 
do nothing with them; but where they go through 


the public lands, he held it to be the duty of Con- | 


gress to provide some power by which these cor- 
porations might be compelled to carry the mails, 
munitions of war, &c., for a reasonable compen- 
sation, It might be necessary, as for instance in 
the case of the Seminole war, that the Govern- 
ment would wish to transport troops, provisions, 


and munitions from one point to another; and | 


unless some provision was made by the Govern- 
ment for compelling these companies to carry 


Government property, they might charge their | 


own price, or even refuse to carry them. He 
therefore moved that the bill be committed to she 
Committee on the Post Office and [ost Roads, 


with instructions to inquire into the expediency of | 


adding a section providing for carrying the mails 
of the United States for a reasonable and just 
compensation, 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Hlinois, said that he 
hoped to be excused for a few minutes, while he | 
would explain to the House the unreasonable | 


rounds of opposition to the passage of this bill. 

ie condemned the practice of detaining the House 
a long time on smail matters; buf the motion of the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Parks] to refer this 
bill to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads was in itself so decidedly repugnant to his 
(Me. R.’s) notions of propriety and justice to the 


of the West until some subject came up which 
would make it more apparent than the present that || 


new States, that he could not remain silent and | 
at his ease when such a question was in discus- | 


sion. The gentleman wanted the company to be 


charged with the carrying of the United States | 


mail and other services to the Government; and 
for what? For the simple right of way, saya 
few feet of land on each side of the railroad. 
This is the consideration on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. Is this a reasonable consideration? Is 
thie such consideration as the gentleman would 
have exacted in a private contract? He (Mr. R.) 
hoped not. 

Such great and national improvements were not 
only a great benefit to the United States in her 
commercial transactions, but, in fact, enhanced 
the price of the public lands to a vast extent; the 


| 
i 
| 
} 


| 
| 


| 


Government was making more by this improve- | 
ment than the company; thousands of dollars | 


more would be realized to the Treasury of the 


United States by the operation, than would be to | 
permit the country to remain in its present unim- | 
proved state, yet, with all this advantage to the | 
Government, the gentleman wanted to clog and | 


incumber the improvements with more burdens. 


This seems like a settled hostility to the growth | 
and prosperity of the western section of the | 


Union. 


Mr. R. observed, these great and laudable im- | 
Saree are not only a great advantage to the | 


nited States, but an honor to the country; and 


should receive from the hands of Congress all the | 
fostering care that is compatible with the rights | 


and interests of other sections of the nation. 


| the nature of the one now before the 


The railroad from Charleston, South Carolina, | 
is one of these stupendous works of improvement | 


that we all ought to hail as an honor to our com- 


mon country. No unnecessary impediment should | 
be placed in its march to completion and perfec- | 


tion. 


to the improvement in the State of Illinois. 


Mr. R. said the same observations would apply 


company had been chartered to construct a rail- | 
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gentleman urges, this great and national work } 


must wither and die. This is the inevitable con- | 
sequence. These companies are like all others 
of mankind—they will not do a great deal for 


nothing. Load them down, and our country is | 


not improved. 

If the United States gave this company lands | 
by which the road was to be made, it might be | 
right to ask something from the company in con- | 
sideration of the same. 

If the Government even granted a right of pre- 
emption to a part of the land over which the road | 


would pass, a consideration with more reason || 


might be demanded. 
But thisis notthecase. Nothing this company | 
asks but a small slip of land, not to die on, but to | 
live on. 
Mr. R. hoped the gentleman’s motion would 
not prevail, but that the bill would be passed into 
a law, which would be serviceable to the Govern- 
ment and the people also. 
Mr. PARKS was sorry the gentleman from | 
Il\incis should have become disturbed on this sub- | 
ject by the simple proposition of referring it to a | 
committee to inquire into the expediency of adding | 
a provision which Mr. P. considered right and 
proper. 
vision would be requiring these corporations to 
carry your mails for nothing. This was not the 
case; the provision simply asked them to carry | 
the mails for a liberal and just consideration. As | 
to the idea which the gentleman from Illinois | 
advanced, that Mr. P. held any enmity to the | 
interests of the western country, he must tell the | 
gentleman that he knew no more about it than the 
man inthe moon. The gentleman made charges 
against Mr. P. which were not justified by the 
facts, and he hoped the gentleman would forbear 
from setting him down as opposed to the interests 


he had any hostile feelings towards the West. 
Mr. LINCOLN said this bill had been intro- 
duced for the purpose of getting a great public 
improvement completed. ‘There was no preémp- 
tion granted them, but they were merely granted | 


the privilege of locating their road on the public | 


lands. The company had asked for one hundred | 
and sixty feet in width, but the committee had cut | 
it down to one hundred feet, therefore they thought 
it no more than reasonable to grant them this right 
of location. In regard to the motion made by the | 
gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Parks,] jt seemed 
to him (Mr. L.) that it imposed an invidious dis- 
tinction between the rights of this corporation and | 
those granted to other corporations. No longer | 
ago than yesterday, there were two bills ordered | 
to be engrossed containing the same provisions 
as this bill, without objection from the gentleman | 
from Maine, or any other gentleman. There had | 
been many bills passed containing similar pro- 
visions; and he saw no reason why they should 
ay restrictions on this corporation which they | 
ad not imposed upon other companies. He 
would call to the attention of the gentleman the 
fact that there was a provision requiring these | 
corporations to transport troops and munitions in | 
time of war; and not only that, but the Govern- | 
ment had the right to take the road, the engines, 
and all the fixtures, and convert them to its own 





‘use; and in regard to the transportation of the || 


mails on these roads, he considered thatin ashort | 
time they would find it to their interest to carry 
them; and he had no doubt but that the trans- | 
portation of the mail would be sought for by these | 
corporations. 

Mr. PARKS remarked that he was not aware | 
that any bills had been engrossed on yesterday of | 
ouse. If it | 


was so, and he had it in his power when they 





came up on their third reading, he (Mr. P.) would | 
have them amended as he proposed to amend this | 


bill. | 

Mr. MERCER suggested that an arrangement | 
might be made with these companies by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. ANTHONY was favorable to the amend- || 


ment proposed by the gentleman from Maine, (Mr. 


kind. In relation to thesuggestion of the gent! 
from Virginia, [Mr. Mercer,] that the Comma 


_ teeon the Post Office and Post Roads might make 


some general arrangement with these cor 


tions, he considered it fallacious. When thes pang 


€ Cor- 


| porations once got privileges granted to them, it 


was impossible for committees of this House to 
make any arrangement with them, unless it was 
madeontheirown terms. Wehaveseen already the 


| evils arising from granting these unlimited priyj. 


leges; we can now scarcely get our mails carried 
upon these roads, when, if we had taken them jn 
time, we might have brought them to our own 
terms. From day to day in this House we are 
pointed to precedents and examples; and it is said 
now, that because we have granted other railroads 
the privilege of locating on the public lands with. 
out any restriction, that we should do the same 
with this company. He would submit it to the 
House, however, whether, because they had once 
done wrong, they must continue to do wrong, 
They now had the power of imposing a provision 
of this kind, and now was theaccepted time. Let 
these corporations carry the mail at the same rate 
they carried other produce or property; or if the 


| risk was greater than on other property, to pay 
The gentleman had said that this pro- | 


them more; but let them be confined to some. 
thing like a reasonable price. It was necessary 
for something of this kind to be done, because 
experience had shown that these corporations 
would not carry the mail unless they were paid a 
very extravagant price. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, made a brief 
explanation in reference to the importance of the 


|, passage of this bill to the United States, opening, 
as it would, a vast bod 


of the finest lands in the 


State of Louisiana. He also adverted to the fact 


|, that, unless this bill were speedily passed, it would 
| be useless to pass it at all, and entail ruin upon 


thecompany. Thecharter was incorporated, and 
bears date the 10th of March, 1835; and it was 
made compulsory on the company to commence 


_ their work within two years from that date, or for- 
feit their charter. 
| soon, it would beinoperative. Thecompany were 


Unless, then, this bill passed 


ready to proceed, had gone on to make contracts 
and prepare materials, as they did last year. 

At the last session of Congress it passed the 
Senate without the slightest hesitation; but on 
referring it to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
that committee, conceiving the company jusily 
merited some return for the advantages about to 
accrue to the United States in consequence of their 
labors, reported the. bill back with an amendment 
giving them the right of preémption to aliernaie 
sections along the line of the road. In conse- 
quence of that amendment the bill was then lost, 
and the original bill was now revived, merely 
giving them the right of way to the extent of one 
hundred feet in width. 

Mr. G. further explained that under no circum- 


| stances did the company anticipate a profitable 
_ return from the railroad, for its construction was 


imposed upon them as a bonus for their bank 
charter; and so far from being a benefit, would be 
a heavy charge. Under these circumstances, there- 


fore, he did hope the gentleman from Maine would 


not insist upon his motion to send the bill to the 
Committee on the Post Office, since it would lead 
to the inevitable loss of the bill. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, also opposed the 
amendment on the same ground as his collesgue. 
He described the character of the country through 
which the road was designed to pass, which was 
overflown every spring, but it would pass a body 
of land, now inaccessible, that would bring mil- 
lions into the Treasury. He expressed his sur- 
prise that there should be a solitary objection to 
the bill. 

The motion of Mr. Parks was disagreed to 
without a count. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, the bill was so 
amended as to give the company ‘* eighty”? instead 
of ** one hundred feet;”? and it was then ordered 
to be engrossed for a third rending on Monday 
next. 


BRANCH MINTS. 


road four or five hundred miles in length through | 
the center of that State, extending from the term- 

ination of the canal to the mouth of the Ohio. | 
Should such notions and objections prevail as the ' 


Parxs,] but he did not think it necessary to go || 
into details at this stage of the bill. He perfectly || 


concurred in the views of that gentleman, that it | 
was proper to begin with some restrictions of this 


On motion of Mr. OWENS, the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was (is- 
charged from the further consideration of the ‘bill 
to amend the act establishing branches of the 








I, 


nan 
Nits 
ake 
ra- 
sor- 
1, it 
P to 
was 
the 
‘ivi- 
ried 
n in 
wn 
are 
said 
radg 
ith. 
ame 
the 
once 
ong, 
sion 
Let 
rate 
the 
pay 
ome- 
sary 
ause 
tlons 
aid a 


brief 
f the 
ning, 
n the 
» fact 
vould 
upon 
|, and 
_ was 
nence 
yr for- 
assed 
were 
tracts 


d the 
ut on 
sands, 
justly 
put to 
f their 
dment 
ernaie 
conse- 
n lost, 
nerely 
of one 


ircum- 
fitable 
yn was 
- bank 
yuld be 
, there- 
would 
to the 
id lead 


sed the 
league. 
hrough 
ch was 
a body 
ng mil- 
ig sur- 
tion to 


reed to 


was 80 
instead 
ordered 
loaday 


nittee of 
vas (is- 
he * bill 

of the 


1837. 





: House. 
in OWENS explained that the bill related to | 
theestablishment of branches of the Mint at New 
Orleans, Charlotte, in North Carolina, and Dahlon- 
eva, inGeorgia. These several branches were now | 
ready to go into operation, and the Director of the | 
Mint was anxious for it; but, until the bill under 
consideration passed, the President could not ap- 
point the necessary officers. 

The bill was then read, and ordered to be en- | 
grossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

ARKANSAS SCHOOL LANDS 

On motion of Mr. YELL, the Committee on the | 
Public Lands was discharged from the further | 
consideration of a memorial of the Arkansas || 
Legislature, in reference to a change in the loca- | 
tion of school lands; and the same was ordered to | 
lie on the table. | 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 1} 

The House then passed to the orders of the day. | 

The following bills from the Senate were read 
twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Butcher, and the 
legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher; 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to compromise the claim of the Government in the | 
Alleghany Bank of Pennsylvania; 

The bill for the payment of a debt due to Antoine | 

ettier; 

" The bill for the relief of William H. Robinson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and John W. Symington; 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and the 
other heirs-at-law of Benjamin King, deceased ; 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Bronson; 

The bill for the relief of James McCrory; 

The bill for the relief of the legal heirs of Moses | 
Eliner; ° 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Samuel W. Keene; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Cogswell; 

The bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 
ministrator of Michael Hogan, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of Ransom Mix; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of certain officers of the 
United States sloop of war Boston; 

The bill for the relief of Moses Van Scanter; 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Richards; 

The bill for the relief of George W. Brand; 

The bill for the relief of Irving Shubrick; | 

The bill for the relief of Caroline E. Clitherall; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of General | 
William Eaton; 

The bill to increase the compensation of the |, 
principal clerk employed in the Adjutant and In- | 
spector General’s office; | 

The bill for the relief of John McLeod; 

The bill for the relief of ‘Thomas H. Perkins | 
and others; 1] 

The bill to incorporate the Washington city 
Manuel Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum; 

The bill for the relief of Charles G. Hunter; and 

The bill to authorize the relinquishment of the | 
sixteenth sections of lands granted for the use of 


schools, and the location of other lands in lieu 
thereof. 


PRIVATE BILLS. | 
The House then took up the bill for the relief | 
of Philip and Eliphalet Greedy; which was re- | 
jected. 

The House then took up the bill for the relief || 
of Ebenezer Breed. The question pending was 
on the engrossment of the biil. i! 

After some remarks by Messrs. LAWRENCE, |. 
CAVE JOHNSON, INGERSOLL, PEARCE | 
of Rhode Island, CAMBRELENG, PARKER, | 
CUSHING, GIDEON LEE, HARPER, PHi“- || 
IPS, and ADAMS, || 

Mr. DUNLAP moved the previous question; | 
which was seconded by the House—ayes 99, noés | 
not counted. | 


The main question was then ordered to be put, 


when \| 
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United States Mint;” and the same was brought | 


So the bill was’ ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. JARVIS submitted a motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill for the relief of N. and 
L. Dana & Co. was rejected. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MERCER, 
JARVIS, BRIGGS, and CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved an 


| adjournment, but withdrew the motion at the 
muggestion of Mr. Wise. 


r. WISE, from the select committee appointed 
to investigate the Executive Departments, then 
moved that the committee have leave to sit during 
the session of the House; which was agreed to, 
and, then, on motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 23, 1837. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Anprew Jackson, Jr., 
his Private Secretary, transmitting a copy of the 
annual report of the Director of the Mint at 
Philadelphia, showing the operations of that in- | 
stitution for the ‘ast year, and a report showing 


| the progress made towards the completion of the 


branch Mints in North Carolina, Georgia, and 


| Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee 
|! on Finance. - 


The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
ar Department, made in compliance with the 
resolutions of the 14th and 18th instant, trans- 
mitting copies of the correspondence relative to 


| the campaign under General Call, in Florida. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of Wil- 
liam W. Cook; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Wisconsin, residing on Lake Michigan, 
praying for an appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor of Milwaukie; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. W. also presented the petition of John W. 
Karney, praying for the passage of a law to au- 


| thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to settle his 


accounts, and discharge him from his liabilities 
on certain duty bonds; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of Van Doren, 


| Peas & Company, asking for the right of way 


through the public lands, for the purpose of con- 
structing a railroad from the mineral region of 
Missouri to the Mississippi river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Mr. L. presented a memorial from the Legislative 
Assembly of Wisconsin, praying for an appropri- 


|, ation of $75,000, for the construction of a road 
|, from Fort Harrison to Fort Winnebago, and 


from Green Bay to Lake Michigan; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, pray- 
ing for an appropriation, to be expended under 
the direction of the Legislative Assembly, for the 
construction of a road from Lake Michigan to 
the Mississippi river; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
for the opening of a road from Fort Winnebago 
to intersect the road from Green Bay to Chicago; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
the passage of a law to grant preémption rights to 
actual settlers on the public lands; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
Congress to make a donation of the proceeds of 
the sales of lots in certain towns in Wisconsin 


| Territory to those respective towns for improve- 


ments therein; 

Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
for three thousand stand of arms for the use of 
said Territory in case of Indian ware; and 

Also, a memorial from the sam# source, praying 
appropriations for harbors, light-houses, surveys, 


All which memorials were appropriately re- | 


ferred. 
Mr. TOMLINSON presented the memorial of 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeasand | David Bourd, praying for a pension; which was 


Nays on the main question, (which was on the | 
engrossment of the bill;) which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 87, nays 65. 





referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented the petition 
of William Barclay, praying permission to locate | 


wT 


a quantity of land equal to that granted to his 
father by the State of Georgia, of which he has 
been deprived; and 

Also, the petition of a number of citizens of the 
Cherokee county, Alabama, who have made im- 
provements on the public lands, asking for pre- 
emptions, in order that their improvements may 
be secured to them; both of which were referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Me. WRIGHT, from the Committeeon Finance, 
to which had been referred the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of the city of New York, praying 
for the establishment of a national bank, to be 
located in that city, made a report thereon, con- 
cluding with a resolution that the prayer of the 
petitioners ought not to be granted. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
petition of Lucy Bond and Hannah Douglass, re- 
ported a bill for their relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Westboro’, Sullivan county, 
New York, praying for a revision of the naturali- 
zation laws, and the prevention of the increase of 
popery in the United States, moved that the com- 
mittee be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the peti- 
tion of James Dutton, reported a bill for his relief; 
which wasread, and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
petition of the heirs of Henry Morfit, deceased, 
reported a bill for their relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KENT, on leave, introduced the following 
bills; whicii were severally read twice and referred: 

A bill to amend the act for quieting possessions, 
enrolling conveyances, and securing estates to the 
purchasers, in the District of Columbia; 

A bill to organize the several fire companies in 
the District of Columbia; and 

A bill to incorporate the president and directors 
of the Firemen’s Insurance Company of Washing- 
ton and Georgetown, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced a 
bill to provide for the adjustment of title and final 
dispositions of four sections of land, in the tract of 
country allotted to the ‘Tombigbee Association for 
the cultivation of the vine and olive; which was 
twice read and referred. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, to which had been referred the petition of 


_ sundry citizens of Boston, with several other 


memorials on the same subject, reported a bill to 
repeal the duty on foreign coal; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading, and one thov- 
sand extra copies of the report were ordered to be 
printed. 


NOTICE OF BILL. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to 
authorize the appointment of a consul general to 
reside at Alexandria, in Egypt. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 
The bill for the relief of Robert P. Letcher and 
| Thomas P. Moore; - 

The bili for the relief of Norman Holt; 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Porter; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. John 
Ramsay, deceased; — 

The At for the relief of George F. Strother; 

The bill for the relief of Aineas Munson; 

The bill to authorize George Whitman, of Ala- 
bama, to import free of duty an iron steamboat, 
_in detached parts, with the necessary machinery, 
| working tools, &c.; 


‘| The bill for the relief of Thomas Cannon; 


| The bill for the relief of the corporate authori- 


: ties of the city of Mobile; 
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who served at the battle of Plattsburg; 

The bill to prevent the abatement of suits in the 
courts of the United States; and 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Steenrod. 

ANDREW KNOW. 

The bill for the relief of Andrew Know was 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF WILLIAM JONES. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 


Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 


of the heirs and legal representatives of William 
Jones, deceased; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 


FORTIFICATION BILL, ETC. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the fortification | 
bill, the armory bill, and the bill to increase the | 
army of the United States, were severally post- | 
— to, and made the order of the day for, | 


hursday week, 
PUBLIC LANDS: 


The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, } 


except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, 
was taken up as the special order; and, 
After several verbal amendments were made, 


Mr. EWING, of Ohio, addressed the Senate at | rison, Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, Howell, Inger- 


length in opposition to the bill; after which 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 23, 1837. 
The SPEAKER announced the first business 


in order to be a memorial presented on Monday || 


last by Mr. Cusuine, from a number of merchants 


anish Government at Elsinore. 


Mr. CUSHING moved its reference to the | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs, and was proceeding 
to state the object of the memorial, when— 


Mr. ADAMS interposed, and inquired of the | 
Chair if the first business in order was not the | 
consideration of the motion to reject certain peti- | 
tions presented by Mr. A. on a former day, | 
praying for the abolition of slavery in the District | 
That, he contended, was the un- | 


of Columbia? 
finished business. 


‘The bill for the payment of the Vermont militia, | Cashman, Davis, Deberry, eereaae Drom- 








The CHAIR adverted to the resolution adopted | 
some days since, by which the House had ordered | 


all such papers to be laid on the table without 
being printed or referred. 
general character, covering all papers on the sub- 


the memorial presented previously. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to object to the 
validity of that resolution on two grounds; first, 
that one day’s notice of it had not been 


it had not been adopted by a vote of two thirds. 


The CHAIR gave the grounds of his decision | 
at length, which was in conformity with the action | 
of the House, under an order in the same words, | 
adopted last session. The gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts could now again present his petition, | 


and it would take the course directed by that res- 
olution. 


Mr. ADAMS contended that the words in the | 
|, Webster, White, and Yell—145. 
strued to hove a retrospective operation, but would, || 


resolution, *‘to be presented,’’ could not be con- 


if operative at all, only apply re epee thereafter 
to be presented on the subject of abolition. 


and argued the point for some time. 


seconded—ayes 99, noes not counted. 


Mr. LAWRENCE called for the yeas and 


nays on ordering the main question to be put; 


48; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. 


Mr. | 
A. took an appeal from the decision of the Chair, | 


| Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, 

Mr. PINCKNEY said, for the purpose of | 
putting an end to this unprofitable debate, he || 
demanded the previous question; which was | 


Chilton Allan, Anthony, || 
Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Black, Bockee, Boon, | 
Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, || 


_ John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, | 


Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, John F. H, Clai- 


oole, Dunlap, Efner, Fairfield, Far Fry, 
uller, Galbraith, James Garland, Gholson, Gil- 
let, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, 


| Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, | 
' Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, || 


Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry 


Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Ken- || 


non, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, 
Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, 


Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, | 
Job Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, Maury, May, 


McCarty, McComas, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, 
Page, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, James 
A. Pearce, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, 
Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Schenck, Sey- 


mour, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Spangler, | 


Sprague, Standefer, Taliaferro, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Toucey, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, 
Yell, and Young—129. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, || 


Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, William B. Calhoun, 


ing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, Granger, 
Graves, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Samuei S. Har- 


soll, Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Sampson Mason, 
McKennan, Morris, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phillips, 
Potts, Reed, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Au- 
ustine H. Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, White, 
Slisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, and Young—48. 
On the main question, ‘Shall the decision of 


| the Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 
of Boston, Massachusetts, praying the interference | 
of Government in relation to the unnecessary | 
ee imposed upon American vessels by the | 


Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, called for 
the yeasand nays; which were ordered,and were— 
yeas 145, sys 32; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Bar- 
ton, Beale, Bean, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, 


| Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, 
| John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleve- | 


land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Efner, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, 
Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice 


Garland, Gho'son, Gillet, Graham, Grantland, | 
|, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, 


Hamer, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, 


Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 


| Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, 
ject, and contained nothing which could except || 


Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 


Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lu- | 
1 | cas, Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, Wiliam Mason, | 
iven, | 
which was required by the rule; and, second, that || 


Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, 
McCarty, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 


ardson, Ripley, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, 


| Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, 


homas, John 
wood, Vanderpoel Wagener, Ward, Washington, 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Bouldin, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Crane, Cushing, 


Hiland Hall, Hazeltine, Hiester, Ingersoll, Janes, 
McKennan, Milligan, 
Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloan, Steele, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod 
W illiams—-32. 
So the House affirmed the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. ADAMS adverted to the inconsistency of 


| this decision on the part of the House. A petition 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 129, nays || 


would be laid on the table, which the Journal 


|| would show had never been received, (a motion to 
pending,) and, therefore, was not in | 


reject it porns 


possession of the House. 


The CHAIR remarked that there was no diffi- | 


culty on that subject. If the gentleman did not 


again offer the petition, it would be considered as | 


borne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, |! in his own possession. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 





| George Chambers, John Chambers, Crane, Cush- | 


|| to both parties. 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, | 
‘| Holt, Hopkins, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, | 
The order was of a | 





| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


| 
| 


|| is the principal of these passages, is guarded 


January 23 
Mr. ADAM: @ should not again pres, 
r. S said, he should not agai 

it, and he was about to draw the eitention ct ; 
House to another petition, when— ? 
The CHAIR interposed and said the memor; | 
pensentes by the gentleman’s colleague must fire 
e presented. , 
Mr. CUSHING said that the memorial, which 
he had presented, complained of a very Serioy 
grievance, under which the foreign commerce of 
the United States has for some time labored. |; 
pressed with peculiar severity on his immediate 
constituents, in consequence of which they had 
repeatedly, both verbally and in writing, called his 
attention tothe subject. Under the circumstances 
he did not feel justified in allowing this memorial 


———— 





| to leave his hands without a brief explanation of 


its object, and of the disposition he proposed to 


make of it, which explanation he would give in the 


| fewest possible words. 


He said it was known to the House that the 
Danish islands are situated at the entrance of the 
Baltic sea, by means of which Denmark com. 
mands, to a certain degree, the navigation of that 
sea, in and out, owing to the narrowness of the 
various passages, whether between the islands 
themselves, or between the islands and the main. 
land of Denmark or Sweden. The Sound, which 
b 
| the castle Kronberg at Elsineur, which, though y 

may be passed by armed ships, as happened in the 
_ case of the English attack on Copenhagen, yet ig 

amply sufficient to overawe and arrest merchant 
vessels. In fact, Denmark holds the keys of the 
Baltic. Denmark has taken advantage of this fact, 
for a long period, to levy a tribute on all merchant 
vessels passing up the Baltic, called the Sound dues. 
This tribute is paid, without any valuable consid- 
eration received by the merchant. It is not distin- 
gujshable in principle from the tribute formerly 
paid to the Barbary States. It is a gratuitous ex- 
action, of the mos: objectionable character, and 
ought not to be submitted to by the United States 
for another hour. Denmark has recently taken 





|| similar advantage of her position to subject our 


trade to another impediment, and that is a most 
vexatious quarantine. Her conductin this respect 
is, it is understood, countenanced, inadvertently 
by Russia, in consequence of the fears of conta- 


|| gion entertained by that Power, and by the other 


| Powers whose 
Baltic. 

Our trade with Russia is highly advantageous 
The course of it is this, ina 
majority of instances: A ship sales from Boston, 
for example, for the island of Cuba, lays ina 
cargo of sugar, coffee, or other commodities pro- 
duced in America, conveys them to Russia, and 


ominions are washed by the 


|| there purchases a return cargo of hemp, sail-cloth, 


iron, &c., for the United States. In addition to 
vessels with miscellaneous cargoes, there has gone 
up, during recent years, an average number of 


'| forty American merchantmen of the first class, 
cLene, | 
|| Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Owens, | 
Page, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, James | 
A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Pinckney, | 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rich- | 


laden with sugar, carrying two thousand five hun- 
dred boxes, or four hundred and fifty tons each, 
in all one hundred thousand boxes, of which ves- 
sels more than four fifths belong to the State of 
Massachusetts. They receivea freight at the rate 


|| of £3 10s. for the whole cargo, or £4 10s. for two 


thirds, and the remainder at half for profits; and 


'| the House could judge from these acts concerning 
homson, Toucey, Turrill, Under- | 


the value of this commerce as well to Russia as to 


'| the United States. 


It is the practice in the Spanish colonies to pack 


'|raw hide. The Danes stop the ship at Elsineur, 
Darlington, Denny, Evans, Granger, Grennell, | 


compel her to put in at Kyholen, Kamsoe, or 
Copenhagen, and to discharge and store the whole 
cargo for purification, or to tear off the hide from 
the sugar boxes, and substitute clamps or hoops 
of iron. All this subjects the merchant to hazard 
of loss and damage in the discharge of his goods 
into lighters and otherwise; to the great expense 
of storing, &c., on shore; to many petty exac- 
tions; to an average delay of fifty or sixty days, 
and sometimes to a delay of a whole winter by 
being frozen up in the Baltic. It has been stated 
thata ship may be then liable to an expense of 
not less than two or three thousand dollars, with- 
out the slightest advantage to the wealth of the 
Baltic Powers, and to the common injury of Rus- 
sia, the consumer of the cargo, and America, the 
carrier. 


| their sugar in boxes, strengthened with strips of 
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Mr. Cc. onl there was no practical difficulty in | 


the way of relieving the commerce of the United | 
States from these evils. Our intercourse with | 
Denmark is regulated by a treaty concluded the | 
96th of April, 1 » to be in force for ten years, | 
and until notice from either party. That time | 
has expired; and the United States now possess 

the fatuity of interposing, by negotiation, to exact | 
of Denmark a relaxation of all that is vexatious | 
and unnecessary in the treatment of our ships at 
Elsineur. : ; ; a 

Mr. C. desired, in conclusion, to express his | 
thanks to a gentleman of New York, one of the || 
most honorable, intelligent, and estimable citizens | 
ofthat great State, General James Tallmadge, who 
had exerted himself whilst in Russia to have this | 
matter rightly understood by the Emperor Nich- | 
olas. It deserved, also, the careful consideration 
of the Congress and Government of the United | 
States; and to secure this object, he moved the | 
reference of the memorial to the Committee on — 
Foreign Affairs. . 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved the reference of the | 
memorial to the Committee on Commerce; but, | 
the first motion prevailing, it was referred to the | 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. || 


Petitions and memorials were then presented | 


ele. CUSHING, GRENNELL, BRIGGS, | 
PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE, HOAR, REED, 
and ADAMS; 
Mr. Lawrence presented the memorial of | 
John B. Russell, asking aid in the publication of |, 
the writings of George Washington.] | 
(Mr. Apams presented twenty-two petitions of | 
citizens of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Con- | 
necticut, and New York, praying for the abolition | 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, stating sepa- | 
rately the contents of each; all of which were laid | 
on the table, under the order of the House. 
Mr. Avams then presented the petitions of | 
fifty-three ministers and members of the Lutheran || 
Church of the State of New York, praying Con- | 
gress to enacta law to secure to all the inhabitants || 
of the District of Columbia the protection of the || 
laws and rights under the Declaration of Inde- || 
pendence. |] 
Mr. Apams said as this petition did not come || 
under the rule applied to the other petitions, he | 
moved it be referred to the Committee for the || 
District of Columbia. 
The Cua decided that this petition also came | 
under the rule of the House on the subject of || 
abolition petitions. 
Mr. Apams appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; and after some remarks by Messrs. Hunts- || 
man and Apams, || 
Mr. Pinckney moved the previous question; | 
which was seconded by the House—ayes 80, || 


noes 71. || 


Mr. Reep then called for the yeas and nays t 
on ordering the main question; which were not | 
ordered, and the main question was then ordered | 
to be put—ayes 85, noes 35. | 

Mr. Parker said it was impossible for him to | 
determine how to vote, unless he heard the me- | 
morial read. 

The memorial was accordingly read. 

Mr. Cotes called for the yeas and nays on the |, 
main question; which were ordered, and were— | 
yeas 170, nays 3; as follows: 


| 


Yeas—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, 1 


Anthony, Barton, Beale, Beaumont, Black, Boc- , 
kee, Bond, Boon, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buch- 


anan, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, | 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, | 
George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, 


Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, Nathaniel H. Clai- 


borne, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, || 


Coles, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crane, | 


Cushman, Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doubleday, | 


Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, Elmore, Everett, | 
Farlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Rice 
Garland, Gholson, Graham, Granger, Grantland, 
Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, | 
Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, Sam@el S. Harrison, | 
Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, Hoar, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hun- 
tington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jarvis, 
Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jon 3, Ken- 
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Lawler, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, 
Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, 
McKay, McKennan, McKim, McLene, Mercer, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 


Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin | 


| Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pearson, 
| Pettigrew, Phelps, Phillips, Pickens, Pickney, John 
| Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robert- 


son, Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sprague, 
Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taylor, Thomas, John 
Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Toucy, Turrill, 
Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Webster, White, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas 
T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Yell, and 
Young—170. 
Nays—Messrs. Adams, Parker, and Potts—3. 


So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, and 
the memorial was laid on the table. 


Mr. Apams presented eleven other petitions 


from citizens of Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsy)- | 


vania, praying for the abolition of slavery. ] 

[The pettions presented by Mr. Apams, and 
the questions arising out of them, occupied the 
time of the House till three o’clock. ] 


Petitions and memorials were then presented 
b 


aataew. JARVIS, PARKS, HALL, SMITH, 
and FAIRFIELD, of Maine; 

Messrs. PLERCE and CUSHMAN, of New 
Hampshire; 

[Mr. Pierce presented the petition of fourteen 
ladies of Franconia, New Hampshire, praying 
that their names to a petition presented last ses- 
sion for the abolition of slavery in the District 


|| of Columbia, might be erased therefrom, they 


having signed the same under a misrepresentation; 
which, under the order, was laid on the table.]} 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island; 

_ Messrs. INGHAM and PHELPS, of Connec- 
ticut ; 

Messrs. HALL, EVERETT, SLADE, and 
ALLEN, of Vermont; 

Messrs. MOORE, BROWN,CAMBRELENG, 
McKEON, HAZELTINE, RUSSEL, YOUNG, 
LOVE, GRANGER, and VANDERPOEL, of 
New York; 

. Messrs. PARKER and SCHENCK, of New 
ersey; 

8 conte. McKENNAN, HARRISON, FRY, 
MANN, BEAUMONT, GALBRAITH, MOR- 
RIS, CHAMBERS, HIESTER, PIERSON, 
DARLINGTON, POTTS, and DENNY, of 
Pennsylvania; 

(Mr. McKenwnan presented two memorials, one 
signed by seventy-three, and the other by two 
hundred and fifty-three inhabitants of Washington 


county, Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition of | 


slavery and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia; which, under the order of the House, 
were laid on the table.]} 


[On motion of Mr. Harrison, of Pennsylvania, | 


the papers and documents of Isaac Hibb were 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. ] 


| [On motion of Mr. Mann, of Pennsylvania, 


the papers on the files of the House in the case 
of the application of Mrs. Margaret Kingsbury, 
of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, widow of Oliver 
, Kingsbury, a soldier of th 

battle of Bridgewater, for a patent to be granted 
her for such quantity of land as the said Oliver 


Mr. Mann, of Pennsylvania, presented the 
etition of Leonard Corl, of Bedford county, 
ennsylvania, a soldier of the revolutionary war, 
| praying for arrears of pension; which, on his 
motion, was referred to the Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Pensions. Also, the petition of John 


| committee. 
Bowhay, of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
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non, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, | Mr. Mann stated that he had received additional 
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evidence in William Keller’s case, before the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, which he desired to 
have referred to said committee; and it was re- 
ferred accordingly. } 

[Mr. Beaumont presented the proceedings of 
an anti-aboligon meeting in Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania, accompanied by a series of resolu- 
tions adopted at the same. 

Messrs. McKIM, HOWARD, and PEARCE, 
of Maryland; 

Messrs. CRAIG, CLAIBORNE, COLES, 
ee MERCER, and McCOMAS, of 

irginia; 

Messrs. RENCHER, SHEPERD, and HAW- 
KINS, of North Carolina; 

Mr. PINCKNEY, of South Carolina; 

[Mr. Pinckney presented the petition of Mrs. 
S. Hayne Pinckney, sole heir and representative 
of Captain Richard Shubriek, praying for the al- 
lowance of the seven years’ half pay to which she 
is entitled under the resolution of Congress, passed 
24:h of August, 1780; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of the executors and cred- 
itors of the late James Roddy, praying to be re- 
leased from the payment of a bond of Samuel 
Champlin to the United States upon which the 
said Roddy was security; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of the late John 
Pau! Jones, praying to be allowed their respective 
proportions of the value of certain prizes captured 
by the said John Paul Jones during the revolu- 
tionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Richard Wall; which was 
referred to the same committee. 

Messrs. OWENS and DAWSON, of Georgia; 

[Mr. Dawson presented a paper in the nature 
of a memorial, (from G. B. Canad, Esq., of 


Georgia,) asking the modification of the existin 
’ 5 


e late war, killed in the | 


tariff so as to allow the importation of the plates 
and other parts of iron steamboats, and canal and 
river barges free of duty; which was, on motion 
of Mr. D., referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Also, a petition in favor of Colonel Thomas 
Beall, of Georgia, asking compensation for a 
horse lost in the service of the United States in 
the late campaign against the Creek Indians; 
which, on motion, was referred to the Committee 
of Claims, 

Also, a communication from Reuben Thoreton, 
in behalf of himself and the heirs of John Winston, 
a captain in the 14th regiment of the Virginia con- 
tinental line, claiming a commutation of five years’ 
full pay for the services of the said Captain Win- 
ston; which was referred to the Committee on 


' Revolutionary Claims. ] 


was entitled to under his enlistment, were referred || 
|| to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


{Mr. Owens presented the following proceed- 
ings and joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
| Georgia: 

Executive Department, Georata, 
MILLEDGEVILLE, January #, 1837, 

Sir: Annexed I transmit you a copy of the report and 
resolutions of the Committee on the state of the Republic, 
of the State of Georgia, on the subject of the surplus reve- 
, nue of the United States, which you will please lay befure 
| the Congress of the United States. 

{ have the honor to be, very respeetfully, your obedient 
| servant, WILLIAM SUCHLEY. 
Mr. Hupson, from the Committee on the state of the 
| Republic, to whom was referred so much of a communica- 
tion of his Excellency the Governor, which relates to the 
| act of Congress, approved+he 23d day of June last. on the 
| subject of a portion of the revenue of the Federal Govern. 
| ment proposed to be deposited with the States, reports: 
| That the subject referred to the consideration of your 
committee is one of embarrassment and complication. It 


|| is one that those who best understand the theory and prac- 


| Shull, of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, a soldier | 
| of the revolutionary war, praying for a pension; | 
which, on his motion, was referred to the same | 


| 
oe an || which said deposits are offered to be made with the States 
Also, the petition of William P. | IG 


} 
| 


| ing remuneration for French spoliations in the | 


year 1800; which, on his motion, was referred 


to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


| tical operation of the Federal Government (it seems to 
| your committee) could not have anticipated, nor its direct 
| influence provided for in the sacred charter of compact 

which so happily uniles these States together in a Federal 
| Government for certain specific purposes. 

By the act of Congress referred to, a certain portion of 
the public revenue is tendered to the several States by the 
Federal Government of the Union for their reception at 
four specified times during the year of one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven on deposit; and the times at 


by the General Government, are clearly specified by the 
said act of Congress as before referred to. By referring to 
the first paragraph of the eighth section of the first article 
of the Constitution of the United States, it is declared that 
** Congress shail have power to lay and colleet taxes, du- 
‘ties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and provide 
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‘ States ;”? but no grantof power is given by which Con- 
gress has the delegated right to lay and collect more reve- 
nue than the legiimate wants of the Federal Government 


¢ for the common defense and general welfare of the United | above line, and have stages placed on it; referred | Messrs. ASHLEY and HARRISON 
| to the Committee on the B. 


may require for the specified purposes of its execution. 1 


Your committee, however, feel it to be their duty to state | 
to the General Assembly, that if it could be ascertained that 
the other States of this Union would not receive the pro- 
portion of the said revenue allotted to them by the act of 
Congress as aforesaid, that they would, without hesitation, 
recommend to the Legisiature not to receive the propor- 
tion which may be allotted to Georgia. But as such pre- 
cise information cannot be had during the session of the 


Roads. 
The memorial of the General Assembly of the 
same State, praying the alternate sections of | 
land on each side of the Kaskaskia river, in the | 
State of Lilinois, in the lowland or bottom of said | 
river, to be given tothe State for the improvement | 
of the navigation of said river. Said improve- | 
ment is prayed to be made from Shelbyville, to | 
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st Office and Post | gouri; 


January 23, 


’ of Mis. 


(Mr. Asuvey presented the petition of Tels, 
Taylor. Also, the petition of sundry Sarees 


| Lincoln county. Also,the memorial of the Legis. 


lature of Missouri, asking the annexation of ;;, 
slip of land granted to the half-breed Sac aud Fox 
Indians to the State of Missouri.]} 

[Mr. Harrison presented the petition of Pierre 


Trubeau, praying the confirmation of a cerigin 
Legisiature in time to be acted on, and it is now known | : 
that some of the States will receive their respective pro- | 
portions of the said surplus revenue on the terms offered, | 


the mouth of said river. And all the petitions | tract of land. Also, of Mr. Alley, praying fOr the 
and papers praying an improvement of the road || right of preémption, Also, of Charles McPhe:. 


ein dingy Heel 


and others may also receive their proportions, and if this | 
State should refuse to receive her proportion, the public | 
benefits and burdens now operating most unequally would | 
be increased 10 a very considerable extent, your committee | 
have, therefore, reported a bill to the Legislature to receive | 
the proportion of the said surplus revenue which may be 

allotted to Georgia under the said act of Congress. 

But your committee, in the name and for the people of | 
Georgia, dO MOST SOLEMNLY PROTEST against the exercise | 
of the assumed power of the General Governinent by which | 
the surplus revenue proposed to be deposited with the 
States was raised, and the rights of Congress to distribute | 
the surplus of its Treasury to the several sovereign States 
of this Confederacy involved in the distribution thereof: 
and they do most unequivocally appeal to those in the ex- 
ercise of the powers of the Federal Government, s0 to 
reduce the receipts that the revenue hereafter raised may 
be only so much as will be necessary for the legitimate 
wants of the Government; and they do, in the name of the | 
good people of Georgia, appeal to the States of this Union | 
to protest against the exercise of powers by the Federal | 
Government calculated to produce discontent and dissatis- | 
faction with the States who are parties to the compact of | 
this Union. Your committee, therefore, recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be, and he | 
is hereby, requested to transmit a copy of this protest to | 
the Governors of each of the States, with a request that the | 
same may be laid before the Legislature thereof, and a | 
copy to the President of the United States, and also a copy | 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in the Congress | 
of the United States, with a request that the same may be | 
laid before both Houses respectively. 

In Senate unanimously agreed to, December 1, 1836, 

ROBERT M. ECHOLS, 
President of the Senate, 


JOHN T. LAMAR, 

Secretary of the Senate. 
In the House of Representatives: concurred in 24th | 
December, 1836. 
JOSEPH DAY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. | 
Attest: JOSEPH STURGES, Clerk. | 
Approved, 28th December, 1836 : 
WILLIAM SCHLEY, Governor.) 





Attest: 


Messrs. R. M. JOHNSON, UNDERWOOD, |, 


GRAVES, and HARLAN, of Kentucky; 
Messrs. the SPEAKER, FORESTER, CAVE | 
JOHNSON, and STANDEIFER, of Tennessee; | 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, STORER, BOND, 
McLENE, HOWELL, KILGORE, and COR- 
WIN, of Ohio; 

[Mr. Srorer presented the petition of citizens | 
ef Hamilton county, Ohio, praying that Congress | 
would make an appropriation to construct a canal 
at the falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side of that | 
river; which was referred to the Committee on | 


| 
it 


from Golconda on the Ohio river, by Vienna and 
Jonesboro’, to the Mississippi river. It is repre- 
sented in these papers, that much use is made of 
the above named road, that the country through 
which the road passes is thickly settled, that the 
people are not able to keep the road in good 
repair, and that a great travel is on the road from 
Kentucky, by John Bury’s ferry, on the Ohio 
river, to the Arkansas. 

The papers are on file, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

(Mr. May presented petitions from a number 
of citizens of Ogle county, Illinois, praying for 
the establishment of a post route from Dixon’s 
Ferry, Illinois, via Oregon City, to Midway. 

Also, petitions from sundry inhabitants of the 
counties of Peoria and Putnam, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Peoria, Illinois, 
by Rome, Chillicothe, and Windsor, to Prince- 
ton. 

Also, a memorial from the Legislature of IIli- 
nois, asking a donation of land on each side of 
the Illinois river, for reasons therein set forth. 

Also, a petition for a mail route from Henne- 


| pin, lilinois, to Rock Island. 


Also, a petition for a post route from Peru, 
Illinois, to Knoxville. 

Also, a petition for a post route from Bloom- 
ington to Peoria, Illinois. 


Also, a petition for a post route from Bloom- | 


ington to Windsor. 
Also, the petition of L. Kemball and R. P. 


Woodworth, praying the confirmation of a sale |! 


of a certain tract of land purchased by them 
under the preémption law of 1834. 


Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Illinois, | 
praying a repeal of the law exempting lands from | 


taxation for the period of five years after they 
shall have been sold by the Government. 


Also, a petition for the establishment of a post | 


route from Chicago by the seats of justice in Kane 
and Ogle counties to Galena. 


Also, a petition from the trustees of the town 
of Chicago, praying that fractional section ten, | 
township thirty-nine, north, range fourteen, east, || 


be granted to the corporate authorities of said town 


for the purpose of improving the same, and for | 


| widening the Chicago river. 


Roads and Canals. } | 


Messrs. LANE and McCARTY, of Indiana; 

Messrs. CASEY, REYNOLDS, and MAY, | 
of Hlinois; 

(Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Marion and Wayne counties, praying 


| 
the right of preémption to alternate sections of | 


the public lands, to aid in the construction of the |! 


Mount Carmel and Alton railroad. Also, the | 
petition of James Ochiltree, praying the right to | 
purchase, at the Government price of $1 25 per | 
acre, a certain tract of land, upon which he has 
an improvement. 
tions of the Legislature of Illinois, in relation to 
the relinquishment of sections sixteen, when they 
are found to be unproductive, and the selecting | 
other sections in lieu thereof; which, on his mo- 
tion, were all referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands.] 

oe ReyNo.ps presented the following memo- 
rials and documents, to wit: 

The memorial of the General Assembly of the 
State of Illinois presents the facts that there is 
considerable travel in the State of Illinois from 


- the mouth of the Ohio north, towards Vandalia, 


Alton, and other places; and that there are as yet | 
no mail routes direct from the mouth of the Ohio | 
by Jonesboro’, Brownsville, Pinckneyville, and 

ashville, to Bellville. The memorial prays an | 
act of Congress to establish mail routes on the | 


Mr. C. also presented resolu- || 


Messrs. CHAPMAN, LAWLER, LYON, || 


and MARTIN, of Alabama; 
{Mr. Cuapman presented the petition of certain 


citizens of Benton county, Alabama, and the pro- || 
ceedings of a meeting held at Jacksonville, in said | 
county, asking the removal of the land office from | 
Mardisville, in Talladega county, to Jacksonville, | 


in Benton county, in that State; and, also, that the 
country, lately acquired from the Cherokee tribe of 
Indians, may be added to the Coosa land district; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Public | 


Lands. 


Mr. C. presented a communication from Y. C. i 
W ood ward, postmaster at Blountsville, praying to 
have established a post route from that place to | 


Bennetsville, in Alabama. 


Mr. C. presented also the memorial of the Legis- | 
lature of Alabama, asking the right of preémp- || 


tion to the settlers on the pubiic lands, compensa- 
tion to those settlers who were deprived of their 
improvements by the location of Indian reserva- 


' tions, and other floating claims; also to graduate 


and reduce the price of the unsold Government 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of the 
General Assembly of Alabama, asking Congress 
to increase the pay of citizen soldiers and volun- 
teers, so as to enable them to pay actual expenses 
incurred while in actual service, and compensate 
them for loss of time; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs.} 


| on, for thesame. Also, of Peter Bergen, praying 
_ that he may be allowed to change a worthless trac; 
of military bounty land for one that is valualiie 
| Also, of John Horton and others, praying Con. 
“ gress to pass a law to protect them in certain ey. 
tries of public land which they have made. Als) 
| of David Harvey, praying the fee-simple title j;, 
|| a certain section of land reserved for the half. 
|| breeds. 
| Mr. WHITE, of Florida; 

Mr. JONES, of Wisconsin; 

[Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, presented a petition 
of the citizens of the city of Albany, New York, 
|| praying for the construction of a harbor at the 
|, mouth of Root river, in Racine ¢ounty, Wiscon. 
| sin Territory. Also, a petition of the citizens of 
|| Durango, ‘» Dubuqte county, Wisconsin Terri. 
| tory, who pray for the passage of a law to secure 
| them titles to their town lots. Also, a memorial 
'| from the Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin Ter. 
| ritory, praying for an appropriation for the sur- 
| vey of a route for a canal from the mouth of She- 
| boygan river, to the head of Lake Winnebago. 
|| Also, a memorial from the same source, praying 
| for appropriation for light-houses, harbors, sur- 
| veys, &c., in Wisconsin Territory. Also, the 
|| petition of the administrators of Henry Gratiot, 
| deceased, who pray for remuneration from the 
United States, for services rendered and property 
| lost in the Sac war of 1832, in Illinois and the 
present Territory of Wisconsin.]} 


On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of issuing a duplicate military land warrant, here- 
tofore issued to Crawford Johnson, a soldier of the 
| Revolution, which has been lost. 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESiDENT. 


The following messages, in writing, were received 
| from the President of the United States, by the 
|| hands of his Private Secretary, ANDREW Jacksoy, 
Jr., Esq.: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
| 1 herewith transmit a copy of the annual report 
| of the Director of tne Mint at Philadelphia, show- 
ing the operations of that institution during the 
past year; and also the progress made towards 
| completion of the branch Mints of North Carolina, 
Georgia, and Louisiana. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


January 19, 1837. 


[From one of the statements accompanying the report of 
the Director of the Mint, it appears that the coinage at (he 
| Mint in the year 1836 nas been 553,147 half eagles, amount- 


1 AM 1D inne nwdiciee poeens peesns Redep¥eneccsece: teytie 


| 547,986 quarter eagles. bheoteccecssasess sess eo 1,359,965 


Fin GOlA.. 00. dcvsccetocenesees 


1,000 dollars.........000 $1,000 
3946 ,200 half doilars 3,273,100 
472,000 quarter dollars ............. 118,000 
120,000 dimes......seeee-es soe 119,000 
900,000 half dimes... 95,000 


eeeeree 


4,135,700 





In silver........+ Ceedore Sen ddon geecee 


2,111,000 cents.......0scccsccsoes 
398,000 half cemts.......2.. see. 


3,606,100 





In COPPET.+++yseeeeeeereeeereereesees 23,100 


Whole amount coined in 1836............+. $7,764,900 


| This message having been read, was, on motioi 
of Mr. CAMRRELENG, ordered to lie on the 
'| table and be printed. 


| To the Senate ond House of Representatives: 

| In compliance with an act of Congress of the 
| 93d of March, 1829, I herewith transmit to Con- 
|| gress the report of the Board of Inspectors of the 


| Penitentiary of Washington, and beg leave to 
|| draw their attention to the fact presented with the 
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the translator of the French and Spanish lan- 
guages, coming up as the firet business in order, 
‘after some remarks from Messrs. HUNTSMAN, | 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY, CHAMBERS of | 
Pennsylvania, and DUTEE J. PEARCE— 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to refer the reso- 
lution back to the Committee on Private Land 


report the reasons for the reappointment. 


CARR, CAVE JOHNSON, and WHITTLE- | 
SEY, the latter gentleman withdrew his motion, 
and the resolution was non-concurred in by the 
House without a division. 


| 
| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WILLIAM B. SHEPARD, from the 


Committee for the District of Columbia, reported || 


a bill to incorporate the Washington Manual | 
Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum; which | 
was read twice and committed. 


Mr. WILLIAM B. SHEPARD, from the | 


same committee, also reported a bill to incorporate 


the subscribers to the Bank of the District of || 


Columbia, and to renew the charters of the exist- | 
ing banks therein; which, having been read twice, 
Mr. S. moved that its further consideration be 
postponed till Wednesday week. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to commit | 
it to a Committee of the Whole House. A bill | 
to charter banks, he said, should be committed, if 


—— required commitment. } 


} 


r. SHEPARD replied, that he saw no reason 
for committing this bill, as it contained no appro- | 
priation. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the bill would be | 
committed, for it was one of great magnitude, and | 
would lead to a lengthy debate whenever it came | 
up for action. 


Mr. SHEPARD could see no necessity for | 


committing the bill, nor did he believe it could lead || Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill 


| granting a pension to John Casey; which was 


to a protracted debate. He ro args his appre- 
hension that if it was committed it would not be | 
reached. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, explained, that he 
made the motion because the bill was one that, 
from its nature, required commitment; but he | 
was himself not then aware how he should vote 
on it, being ignorant of its provisions. 
however, to go where it could be debated. 

Mr. SHEPARD withdrew his proposition, and 
the bill was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Committee || 


of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the 


** bill respecting discriminating duties upon Dutch || 


and Belgian vessels and their cargoes, and to re- 
fund a part on the Belgian vessel Antonius;”’ and 
the same, on Mr. H.’s motion, was recommitted 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of || 


Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
Robert Dickey, of New York; which was read 
twice and committed. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, under instructions from 


the Committee of Ways and Means, moved that || 


that committee be discharged from the further 


consideration of the memorial of the Board of || 


Trade of the city of New York, praying Con- 
gress to incorporate a national bank, and that the 
memorial do lie on the table; which was agreed | 
to, nem. diss. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 





lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of | Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 


Isaac 
mitted. 


Mr. LANE, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported the following resolu- 


ilton; which was read twice and com- | 


tion: 
Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay out | 
of the contingent fund of the House the amount | 


due to the person employed under the resolution || 


of the 3d of June last, for his services, and the 
expenses incurred by him in prepering a state- 
ment of imprisonment for debt, in the District of 
Columbia, in compliance with said resolution, or 
so much as shall be deemed reasonable by the 
Committee on Accounts. 
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| The resolution was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported a bill granting an increase of 
| pension to Emson Hamilton; which was read 


| twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


poe id | reading to-morrow. 
Claims, with instructions for them to ascertain || 


the amount of labor performed by him, and to || 


Mr. JARVIS, from the same committee, also 
| reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 


Afr eolad farther remarks from. Mesure. } Navy to place the name of Dr. John P. Briggs on 


the Navy pension fund; which was read twice, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 


| to-morrow. 


Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
John McClelland; which was read twice and com- 


|| mitted. 
Mr. WARDWELL, from the same commit- || 


tee, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac Austin; 
which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. LEA, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Elijah Barton; which was 
read twice and committed. 


Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 


| Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
| of Mary Stroufe; which was read twice and com- 
|| mitted. 


|| Mr. MILLIGAN, from the Committee on |, 


Naval Affairs, reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the Senate for the relief of Irving Shu- 
brick; which was committed. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, without amendment, the bill 
from the Senate authorizing the relinquishment of 


| the sixteenth sections, and the selection of other 


| lands in lieu thereof; which was committed to 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 


Mr. HARRISON, of Pennsylvania, from the 


| read twice and committed. 


‘|| Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the Committee 


| 


| on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the || 


relief of Joseph Veazie, of the State of Maine; 


| which was read twice and committed. 
It ought, || 


Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the same com- 
| mittee, also reported a bill for the relief of Wil- 

liam Jenkinson, of the State of Pennsylvania; 
| which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. PATTON, from the Joint Corgmittee on 
the Library, reported the following joint resolu- 
| tion; which was read twice and committed: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 


|| assembled, That the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary be, and they are hereby, authorized and || 


empowered to contract for and purchase, at the 
| sum of thirty thousand dollars, the manuscripts 
of the late Mr. Madison, referred to in a letter 
from Mrs. Madison to the President of the United 
| States, dated 15th November, 1836, and commu- 
| nicated in his message of the 6th December, 1836, 
| conceding to Mrs. Madison the right to use copies 


| may think fit. 
Mr. LAY, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon the 


|| petitions of Aza Merrill, Henry Hallowell, Joseph 
! 


lossom, and others, Clarinda Cheeves, widow 
, of William Cheeves, Silas Winchester, and H. 
_ Howell; which were severally laid on the table. 


ary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the 
| petition of Absalom Wroe, a revolutionary sol- 

dier, praying for arrears of pension; also, the 
| petitions of Joseph Chambers and Robert Cham- 
| bers; which reports were severally ordered to lie 
| upon the table. 


Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
| petition of Nathaniel Medlock and Thomas Ram- 


| | say; which were ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BOND, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 
| petition of Peter Hegy, Daniel Hart, Squire 


of the said manuscripts in foreign countries as she || 


__ January 24, 


Ferris, and Thomas Look; which were 
to lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. KLINGENSMITH, 4 
| Committee on Revolutionary Pensions were di. 
charged from the further consideration of ,}, 
| petition of J. Manning; and the same was fr. 
| ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
| Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalig 
| Pensions, reported the following resolution; whic) 
| was agreed to: : 
| Resolved, That the Committee of the Who} 
House be discharged from the consideration of 
two bills recently reported by the Committee op 
_ Invalid Pensions; the one to revive the act of 1893 
_ continuing to those who were wounded in the wa; 
| of the Revolution the right of pension; the Other 
to secure certain arrearages of pension to those 
| who relinquished the same; and that said bills je 


Ordered 


| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


RESIGNATION OF HON. JOHN Y. MASon, 


| The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Hon. Joun Y. Mason, resigning his seq, 
| in Congress; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS, 
|. Mr. BELL renewed his notice of motion to 
| bring in a bill to secure the freedom of elections, 


CONTRACTS WITH WAR DEPARTMENT, 


| The SPEAKER laid before the House a com. 

munication from the Secretary of War, transmit. 
| ling a report of the contracts made by that De. 
| partment in the year 1836; which was laid on the 
| table, and ordered to be printed. 


SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills from the Senate were sey. 
oot’? read a first and second time and comnit- 
| ted: 
An act to alter the times of holding the circuit 
| courts of the United States in the State of Tennes- 
see; 

An act for the relief of Andrew Knox; 

An act for the relief of George F’. Strother; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Jones Porter; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Doctor John 
| Ramsey, deceased; 
An act for the relief of Phineas Munster; 
An act to authorize George Whitman to import 
| an iron steamboat in detached parts free from duty; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Cannon; 

An act for the relief of the corporate authorities 
of the city of Mobile; 

An act for the payment of Vermont militia for 
| their services at the battle of Plattsburg; 
An act to amend the act respecting the judicial 
| system of the United States; and 
An act for the relief of Daniel Steenrod. 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 
| The House then resumed the consideration of 
the ‘* bill providing for the admission of the State 
of Michigan into the Union upon an equal footing 
| with the original States;’’ the bill being on its 
third reading. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House at length in advocacy 
of the bill, and was replied to by Mr. STORER. 
| The debate was further continued by Mr. 

TOUCEY in support of the bill. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, said it must be 
within the recollection of every one that this ques- 
tion has been decided on a former occasion after 
a lengthy debate and an arduous trial, Now, for 
/one, Mr. M. believed the State of Michigan was 
| entitled to come into the Union under the condi- 
| tions comes in the bill underconsideration, and 
| he did not think there was anything like a general 

wish either to protract the debate or to extend it 
| much further; the less so, as the session was fast 
drawing to aclose, and nearly all the important 
business of the nation remained unacted on. He 
therefore demanded the previous question. 

Mr. JENIFER moved a call of the House. 

Mr. EVANS moved thatthe House adjourn. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair, whetherif 
the House should then adjourn, the motion of the 
gentleman from New York would not be the 

ending question to-morrow. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

The House then adjourned—ayes 83, noes 37. 
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1837. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 25, 1837. 
The CHAIR announced a reneenne 
Department, transmitting, in compliance 
ve sch enation of the act of April 21, 1808, | 
concerning public contracts, three statements, 
showing the contracts that have been entered into | 
by that department during the year 1836; which 
a referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, | 
and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of cer- || 
tain citizens of Illinois, praying that iron, for cer- 
tain railroad companies, may be permitted to be | 
imported free of duty; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
and the board of underwriters of that city, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the construction of a 
light-house; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Commerce. ye ' ' 

Mr. KENT presented the petition of the presi- 
dent, directors, and company of the Bank of the 
Metropolis, praying for arenewal of their charter; 
which was referrrd to the Commitiee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


| 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred the message | 
of the President of the United States on the sub- | 
iect of the burning of the Treasury Department, 
and recommending a repeal of the statute of lim- | 
itations in certain cases, reported a bill to alter | 
and amend the act for the punishment of certain | 
crimes against the United States, approved April, || 
1790; which was read, and ordered to a second || 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill was then 
read the second time, and postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the Commit- 
tee on Pensions was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Parker Cole. i] 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported, without Amendment, the bill from 
the House for the relief of Alexander Gibson, and | 
said that he had been instructed by the committee | 
to move for the indefinite postponement of this || 
bill when it should come up. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred the. 
memorials of the Legislatures of Kentucky and | 
Tennessee, asking payment for the militia and 
volunteers who were called into service last sum- | 
mer under requisitions upon the governors of 
those States, and discharged by orders of the 
President before marching, reported a bill making 
appropriations for that purpose; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. | 

Mr. BENTON, from the same committee, to || 
which had been referred the bill from the House | 
authorizing the issuing certain field artillery for 
the supply of the militia of the States, reported | 
the same with amendments; which were read. 


BILL INTRODUCED ON ILsEAVE. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, in pursuance of notice | 
given, asked and obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to explain and amend the fifth section of the 
act of 30th June, 1834, for the better organization | 
of the United States Marine Corps; which was | 
read twice and referred. 





} 








THE 


| sible. 
| advantage, (as he thought it probable his motion 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. STRANGE offered the following reaolu- || 


tion; which was considered and adopted: | 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the . of erect- | 
8 


ing a light-house at or near Boddie’s 
the coast of North Carolina. 


Mr. NICHOLAS offered the following resolu- 


land, on 


tion; which li the tabl day fi ider- ; 
at We en Pree ae | member of either House was guilty of speculating 


ation: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to communicate to the Senate any in- 
formation in his possession, obtained through any 


| agent specially deputed to investigate the frauds, 


by floats or otherwise, supposed to have been 
practiced in the purchase of public lands in the 


| State of Louisiana. 


Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of creating a new land district for the sale of the 
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} 
i 
} 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


public lands, to be composed of portions of the | 


districts north and south of Red river, in the | 
| State of Louisiana. 


DISTRICT COURTS IN ARKANSAS. 
The bill to extend the jurisdiction of the district 


kansas was read the third time and passed. 
PORT OF NEW ORLEANS. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Alabama, 
The Senate took up the bill to extend the limits 


| of the port of New Orleans; and the same having 
been read the second time, and considered as in | 


Committee of the Whole, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The Senate then took up the bill to prohibit the 


| sales of the public lands except to actual settlers, 
‘| and in limited quantities. 
|| the amendment offered by Mr. Morus to strike 


The question being on 


out the preémption principle— 


Mr. M. said he did not wish to take any 


courts of the United States for the district of Ar- | uations made in regard to them. 


| far above a dishonest act as virtue is above vice; 


123 


| had no right to make insinuations as to members 
in the other House, and his being concerned in 
speculations. There might be members in that 
Senate implicated in them, but why not make the 
charge at once, and point at the individual, or in- 
dividuals, sitting here, and not cast censure upon 
| the whole Senate, as it was in fact doing, when 
| he made a general charge? 

Mr. EWING said he did not say that any 





in lands. 

Mr. ROBINSON continued. Let the gentle- 
man put his finger on an individual, and he (Mr. 
R.) would go hand in hand with him and ferret 
the man out. But let the gentleman not charge 
any officer of the State of Illinois, or the repre- 


| sentatives of rae le here, with being guilty of 
r. 


| malpractices. . did not believe that there 
was an officer in his State who was concerned in 
defrauding the Government in the mannercharged. 
If any such rogues existed in Illinois, as wae 
said by the Senator from Ohio, they came from 
other States. 

Mr. R. remarked that there never did exist, nor 
does there now exist, a man more honest and 
honorable than James C. Whitelock. He de- 
| fended the character of his fellow-citizens living 
in the mining district of Illinois against the insin- 

They were as 


they would scorn, yes, scorn, to take an inch of 
land without paying for it. Yet, these men were 
to be called repeatediy here, with a sneer, 
‘* Squatters, squatters.’’ 

r. R. concluded by saying that, although we 
boasted much of having the freest Government on 


| earth—yes, the freest—yet it was the only nation 
|, which was grinding her citizens into poverty, and 
|| depriving the poor man of his hard earned dollar 


| such amendments as he proposed to render the |, 
preémption section as little objectionable as pos- || 


Mr. MORRIS said, that as this was too late in | 
| the day for him to address the Senate at length on || 


| hisamendment, he would suggest tothe chairman || 2 por 
| whether it would not be advisable for him to offer || HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


—of his daily bread, and reducing his wife and 
children to starvation. Oh, shame! shame! on 
the country that would do this! 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate went 
into the consideration of executive business; and 
when the doors were reopened, 

Adjourned. 


Wepnespay, January 25, 1837. 
Mr. Herop, member elect from the State of 
Indiana, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
| death of the Hon. Grorce L. Kinnarp, appeared, 


would be sustained by the Senate,) and he there- || was qualified, and took his seat. 


the question on striking it out. 
Mr. WALKER then offered an amendment re- 


| fore was willing that the chairman should put this || 
section in whatever shape he pleased before taking || 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 
Mr. CARR presented a joint resolution of the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana, re— 
questing their Senators and Representatives in 


stricting from sale or from the operation of pre- | Congress to oppose the purchase of the stock in 


may hereafter be, reserved by law for public pur- 
oses. 

. Mr. ROBINSON made a few remarks in refer- 

He took occa- 


sion to allude to some insinuations or inuendoes 
which he conceived the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 


| Ewinc] to have thrown out in his speech on this 


bill in regard to members of Congress, officers 
employed in the various departments of the Gov- 
ernment, laud registers, &c , being concerned in 
speculating in the public lands. Mr. R. repelled 
such insinuations as unjust and uncalled for. 
| Why, he asked, does not the gentleman point out 
and name those who have been engaged in de- 





REPRESENTATIVES OF RICHARD W. MEADE. | 


frauding the Government? Let the gentleman 


The bill for the settlement of the claims of the | speak out. If there were any persons employed 


executor of Richard W. Meade was taken u | 
and, after being discussed by Messrs. WALKER, | 
CLAY, CALHOUN, HUBBARD, KING, of 
Alabama, and WHITE, : 

Mr. CALHOUN moved to lay the bill on the 
table; which was negatived—yeas 19, nays 23. 

After some further remarks from Mr. WALK- 
ER, Mr. HUBBARD submitted an amendment, 
providing that no more shall be awarded to the 
claimants than the pro rata amount that would have 
been paid had the claim been passed Bigs com- 
missioners under the Floridatreaty. ‘This amend- 
ment being agreed to, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading. 


in the land offices engaged in speculating, or in | 
any other manner abusing their offices and rob- || 
bing the Government, let them be removed. He 


vindicated the conduct of Mr. Whitelock, the re- 


ceiver of public lands, from the aspersions attempt- 


ed to be cast upon it by the Senator from Ohio. 


8 gentleman was totally incapable of doing 
anything dishonest or dishonorable. 


r. BENTON inquired whether the gentleman 


in question was the same Mr. Whitelock who had | 
served in the army last war? if so, he was as | 


honorable a man as any living. 


Mr. ROBINSON replied that he did not know; 
and proceeded to say that the Senator from Ohio 


| emptions, all town lots or sites that have been, or | 


ence to the amendment proposed by the Senator | 
from Mississippi, but in so low a tone of voice as | 
| not to be heard by the reporter. 


the Louisville and Portland canal; which, upon 
his motion, was received, and ordered to be 
printed. 
REPORT FROM COMMITTEES. 

|| Mr. HALL, of Maine, from the Committee on 
|| Accounts, asked to be discharged from the further 
| consideration of the resolution in relation to the 
| claim of George Watterson, and that it be referred 
| to the Committee of Ways and Means; which 
| was agreed to. 


| Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
|, Land Claims, reported a bill for the.relief of the 
| heirs of John Campbell; which wae read twice 
| and committed. 
| Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
|| mittee of Claims, reported Senate bil! for the relief 
|| of Samuel Miller; which was read twice and 
|| committed. 
| Mr, SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 
|, Commerce, reported the following resvlution; 
|| which was considered and agreed to: 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
| be requested to lay before this Fasiis a statement 
'| of the cost of a révenue cutter, to be constructed 
|| on such a plan as to act as a steam tow-boat. 
|| Mr, KLINGENSMITH, from the Committee 
|| on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for 
the relief of Simeon Smith, of the State of New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, on leave, presented a memo- 
rial from certain citizens of Wilmington, Dela- 


7 


124 


ware, praying for an appropriation to improve | 


said river. 
MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 


|| intermeddie with the election of any member or members || 
'| of either House of Congress, or of the President or Vice 


The House then took up the following resolu- || 


tion submitted on a former day by Mr. Unper- 
woop: 

‘* Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to lay 
‘ before this House a statement showing the mile- | 
‘age claimed, and the sums Few therefor, to the | 
* members of this House and the Delegates from | 
‘ Territories respectively, during the last and pres- 
‘ ent session of Congress; and that he also procure 
‘and lay before this House a similar statement in 
‘ regard to the Senators in Congress.”’ 


Mr. Craisorne, of Mississippi, had moved the | 
following amendment: 
‘6 And be it further resolved, That a select com- 

‘ mittee of five be appointed, with power to send 
‘ for persons and papers, to inquire into and report | 
‘to this House what deduction, if any, the mem- | 
* bers of the House of Representatives have made | 
‘in their accounts for per diem compensation 
* when absent in attendance on the Supreme Court 
*of the United States, or on the courts of adjacent 
* States, or on their own private business else- | 
‘ where.” 


And the question pending was the amendment 
moved thereto by Mr. Yeti: 

** And that said committee be instructed to in- 
‘quire into the expediency of providing by law 
* for reducing the compensation allowed to mem- | 
* bers of Congress to six dollars per diem; and | 
‘ also into the expediency of providing by law for 
‘the removal of the seat of Government of the 
* United States to some point on the Ohio or Mis- 
‘sissippi river, on or before the Ist day of Jan- | 
‘uary, 1840.” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD moved the previous ques- || 


tion, but the House refused to second it, only | 
thirty-eight voting in the affirmative. 


After some remarks from Mr. UNDERWOOD || 


and Mr, BELL, the whole subject was laid on | 
the tabie—ayes ninety-five, noes not counted—on 
motion of the latter gentleman. 

The CHAIR then proceeded to call the States 
for resolutions, and the State of Tennessee being 
reached— e 

FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 


Mr. BELL said he would avail himself of that | 
opportunity of making the motion, of which he | 
had given repeated notice, for leave ty introduce a 





** bill to provide for the freedom of elections;’’ || 


though, if it was understood that resolutions only | 


should be offered which would not produce debate, | subject to the House, he was actuated by a mo- 


tive which he thought would be favorably received || 


he would waive it for the accommodation of States | 
behind his own. Mr. B. then sent the bill to the 


Chair to be read to the House, which was done. || 


The bill was in the following words: 
A BILL to secure the Freedom of Elections. 
Whereas complaints are made that officers of the United 
States, or persons holding offices and employments under | 
the authority of the same, other than the heads of the chief | 


Executive Departments, or such officers as stand in the || 


relation of constitutiona: advisers of the President, have 
been removed from otiice, or dismissed from their employ- 
ment upon political grounds or for opinion’s sake; and 
whereas such a practice is manifestly a violation of the 
freedom of elections, an attack upon the public liberty, | 
and a high misdemeanor; and whereas complaints are also | 
made that officers of the United States, or persons holding 
offices or employments under the authority of the same, are | 
in the habit of intermeddling in elections, both State and | 
Federal, otherwise than by giving their votes ; and whereas | 
such a practice is a violation of the freedom of elections, | 
and a gross abuse, which ought to be discountenanced by | 
the appointing power, and prohibited by law ; and whereas | 
complaints are also made that, pending the late election of | 
President and Vice President of the United States, offices | 
and employments were distributed and conferred, in many 
instances under circumstances affording a strong presump- | 
tion of corruption, or that they were conferred as the in- 
ducements to or the reward of influence employed, or to 
be employed in said election ; and whereas such a practice, 
in the administration of the patronage of the Government, 
will speedily destroy the purity and treedom of the elective 
franchise, and undermine the free system of government | 
now happily established in these United States : ‘Theretore, | 
to prevent the recurrence of any practices which may give 
rise to similar complaints in future : 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That fvom and after the fourth day of March, | 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, no officer, | 
agent, or contractor, or other person holding any office or 
employment of trust or profit under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, shall, by the contribution of 
money or other valuable thing, or by the use of the frank - 


| 


| 
| 
j 


| 
| 
| 


|| suffrag' 
|, further, That nothing herein contained shall so operate as 


ei 
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ing privilege, or the abuse of any other official privilege or 
| function, or by threats and menaces, or in any other manner 


President of the United States, or of the Governor or other 


Legislature of any State; and every such officer or other 


| person offending therein shall be held to be guilty of a hi 
|| misdemeanor, and upon conviction in any court of the | 


United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall pay a fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars; and any officer other 


than the President, Vice President, and judges of any of | charges. 


| the courts of the United States so convicted shall be there- 
upon removed from office, and shall be ever after incapable 
of holding any office or place of trust under the authority 
of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so construed as to interfere with the right of 
e as secured by the Constitution: 4nd provided 


to prevent the President, or the head of any department 
who is invested by law with the power of appointing in- 
ferior officers, from removing from office at any time any 
incumbent who the President or the head of a department, 
(as the case may be,) shall be satisfied has intermeddled in 
any election, State or Federal. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the fourth day of March, one thousand eight hundred aod 
thirty-seven, no officer who, by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, is authorized to appoint, or nominate 
and appoint, any officer or agent of the Government, shall, 
by himself, or by any other person or persons in his behalf, 
give or procure to be given, or promise to give or procure 
to be given, any office, place, or employment to any person 


or persons whatsoever, with intent to corrupt or bribe him | 
or them, Or upon any agreement that such person or per- | 
sons to whom, or for whose use, or on whose behalf such | 
gift or promise shall be made, shall exert his or their in- || 


fluence in any election, or by himself or themselves, or by 
any other person or persous, at his or their solicitation, 
endeavor to secure the election of any person or persons to 
represent any State, or any district in any State in Con- 
gress, or of any person to be President or Vice President 
of the United States, or of any person to be Governor or 


other officer of any State, or of any person or persons to be | 
|| a member or members of the Legislature of any State; and | 


every such officer offending therein shall be held to be 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and upon conviction in any 
court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof shall 
pay a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars; and any 
officer other than the President, or the judges of any of the 
courts of the United States so convicted, shall be there- 
upon removed from office, and shall be incapable ever after 
of holding any office or place of trust under the authority 
of the United States; and every persun who shall receive 


or accept by himself, or by any other person or persons in | 


trnst for, or in behalf of such person, any offer, place, or 
| employment, with the intent aforesaid, shall be held to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upun conviction in any court 
| of the United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall pay a 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, be removed or 


|| dismissed from such office, place, or employment, and 


| sball be incapable ever after of holding any office or place 
of trust under the authority of the United States. 

| Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That the several 
fines imposed by this act shall, when collected, be paid 
into the ‘Treasury as other moneys belonging to the United 
States. 

The bill having been read from the Clerk’s 
table, 


Mr. BELL said, on rising to introduce this 


| 
} 


| by the House. e did not introduce the subject 


| for the purpose of making an argument or ad- 


dressing a speech, either to the House or the | 
| country, for effect; but he rose for the purpose of || 


| making an appeal to the House, seriously and 
| earnestly, on the subject of an important legal 
| enactment in relation to the abuses laid down in 
| the preamble to the bill just read by the Clerk. 
| He admitted the obligation of honor which de- 
| volved on every gentleman, when he brought 
| forward a proposition containing charges of so 
serious a nature as those narrated in that pream- 
| ble, that they should be founded on fact, and not 
|introduced improperly, to gratify any feelings of 
| his own. In this respect Mr. B. felt that he 
'stood upon perfectly secure ground; and with 
regard to all the charges there enumerated, he felt 


country, the truth of them; and, further, he chal- 


lenged the opportunity of adducing such proof as 
| would satisfy that House and the whole nation. 
| As to the charges relative to removals from office 

on political grounds, he ae supposed that he 


would be called upon for proof; at least, he would 
/not be called upon for it from some sections of 
|the Union. He knew, however, that in other 
| sections it was denied that removals were made 
| for opinion’s sake alone. As to the charge that 
| the Federal officers of the Government had inter- 
| fered in elections, and particularly in the late 
presidential election, and in many cases had taken 
| & ver active part, he presumed no gentleman 
‘would deny it. Then the only charge contained 


| cal friends on pledges or contracts, 
officer of any State, or of any member or members of the | 





himself prepared to prove to the satisfaction of an | 
| impartial jury, in this or any other part of the || 
t 
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in the preamble which he might be called UPON to 
| sustain by proof, was that which related to the 
a liti- 
r con! either eXpresely 
| understood or clearly implied. In making thes 
charges he knew the responsibility he assume. 
_ he knew the responsibility which must attach « 
/any gentleman in that House, or in the-count; 
| when he attempted seriously to support these 
He knew perfectly well the dificy); 
of bringing proof of these charges, when thers 
| was a powerful influence to intimidate on the on, 
hand, and scarcely any to support on the othe; 
| He knew how difficult it was in communities an¢ 
|in States, where crime was known to €Xist, to 
| bring home the proof of it; yet, with all these 
| staring him in the face, he conscientiously anq 
| Seriously reaffirmed the charges. He did not 
| wish to be misunderstood as to the extent and 
nature of these charges. 
He was not so illiberal as to attribute bad mo. 
_ tives or corruption when appointments were made 
| among the political friends of the person appoin:. 
_ing. Offices were created from time to time, and 
| appointments made, and every one had to submit 
to it. He never had, and did not now mean to 
| complain, when appointments were made among 
those who had always been political friends of the 
Administration, provided they were capable and 
| honest: but when appointments were made from 
the ranks of political opponents, and the appointee 
thereupon changed his political sentiments, and 
became a friend from an assailant, under these 
circumstances he thought it conclusive that cor. 
ruption existed. This was the best evidence of 
corruption which could be adduced. 
The remarks were here arrested by a motion of 
Mr. VANDERPOEL to proceed to the orders of 
the day. 


distribution of offices and employments to po 


| 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 
The House then resumed the consideration of 
| the bill from the Senate, to provide for the admis- 
_ sion of the State of Michigan into the Union, upon 
an equal footing with the original States. 

The question pending was the demand for the 
previous question, made yesterday by Mr. Many, 
of New York, and the motion by Mr. Jenirer 
for a call of the House. 

Mr. JENIFER withdrew his motion for a call 
of the House. 

Mr. MERCER inquired of the Speaker whether, 
| if the demand for the previous question should be 
seconded, the question could not be separately 
taken on the preamble and the bill? 

The CHAIR replied that there was no precedent 








|| for such a division. 


Mr. MANN asked if, when the bill was on its 
passage, after its engrossment, a motion to recom- 


|| mit it, with instructions to strike out the preamble, 


would not be in order. 

The CHAIR. Every member of the House 
must know thut that motion would be in order. 

The House seconded the demand for the pre- 
vious question—ayes 84, noes 67; and the ques- 
ee recurring on ordering the main question to 

e put, 

Mr. THOMAS rose, and said he had voted in 
| the negative on the seconding the previous ques- 
/tion. But now the position of the bill had been 
changed, and he hoped the House would not refuse 
| to order that the main question be now put. If 


|| that was done, the further action of the House on 


| the bill would be postponed until to-morrow. 
| The bill would be open for discussion after it has 
been read a third time, on the question of its final 
passage. By ordering the main question, the 
House will not close the debate, but it will signify 
| a willingness to take the bill as it is without further 
_ amendment. : 
The question was then taken on ordering the 
| bill to a third reading; and was decided in the 
| affirmative—yeas 148, nays, 58; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Ash, Bar- 
ton, Bean, Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, 
| Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, 
Bynum, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Cart, 
Casey, Chapman, Chapin, Nathaniel H. Clai- 
borne, Joh F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, 
| Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Davis, Denny, 
| Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Forester, Fowler, Fuller, Galbraith, James Gar- 
land, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glascock, 
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Graham, Grantland, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, 


an, Samuel S. Harrison, Albert G. Har- 
awes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, 
Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Joseph John- 
son, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, 
Kingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, 
Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, 
Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, 
Moses Mason, May, McComas, McKay, Mc- 
Keon, McKim,, Miller, eee ys Morgan, 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Pa 
terson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, 
Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Rogers, 
Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Sickles, Smith, opaeee Standefer, Suth- 
erland, Laylor, Thomas, ohn Thomson, Toucey, 
Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, 
Wardwell, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, and Yell—148. 
NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Bailey, Bond, 
Brizgs, William B. Calhoun, George Chambers, 
John Chambers, Chaney, Chetwood, Darlington, 
Dawson, Deberry, Elmore, Graves, Grayson, 
Grifin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Hiester, Hopkins, Ingersoll, Janes, Jarvis, Jeni- 
fer, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Sampson 
Mason, McCarty, McKennan, McLene, Mercer, 
Milligan, James A. Pearce, Phillips, Pickins, 
Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Russell, Slade, 
Sloane, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Underwood, Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey, 


Hann 
rison, 


Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, and | 


Young—58. 


So the bill was ordered to be read a third time 


to-day. 


The bill was then read a third time, and the | 


uestion being on its final passage, 

Mr. JENIFER inquired if the bill was then 
open for discussion ? 

The CHAIR replied that its merits were open 
in the broadest latitude at that stage. 


Mr. JENIFER then addressed the House for | 
some time in opposition to the preamble of the | 


bill, and contended against the validity of the 
second convention, principally on the ground that 
that assemblage itself had protested against the 
constitutionality of the act of Congress of 1836. 


Mr. J. then went into a history of certain late | 


proceedings in Maryland, upon which he com- 
mented at some length. 

Mr. THOMAS replied to his colleague, and 
went into a statement showing the irregularities of 


the present Constitution and Government of the | 


State of Maryland. 
The debate was further continued by Mr. 
Howarp and Mr. Pearce, of Maryland. 


Mr. CUSHMAN then obtained the floor, and | 


said he would respectfully submit to the House, 


whether this question had not been sufficiently | 


debated. He was himself perfectly satisfied that 
ithad been, and he therefore moved the previous 
question. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered severally without a division. 


Mr. CHAPIN asked for the yeas and nays on || 
the main question, being the passage of the bill; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 132, nays | 


43; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, An- | 
thony, Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, | 
Bell, Black, Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, | 
Brown, Buchanan, Burns, John Calhoon, Cam- | 
breleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chaney, || 


Chapman, Chapin, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John 
F. H. Claiborne, Connor, Cramer, Cushman, 
Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Efner, 
Parlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Glas- 
cock, Graham, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. Har- 
rison, Hawes, Hawkins, aoe Henderson, 
Herod, Howard, Howell, Hu 
ington, Huntsman, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kennon, Kilgore, Klin- 
nsmith, Lane, Lansing, Lay, Joshua Lee, 
homas Lee, Luke Lea, nard, Logan, Loy- 
all, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Wil- 
liam Mason, Moses Mason, McComas, McKay, 
McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Muhlen- 


rks, Pat- | 


Ward, || 


ley, Hunt, Hunt- | 
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| berg, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Peyton, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Jo- | 
seph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, Rogers, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, | 
Sickles, Smith, Sprague, Standefer, Sutherland, 
Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, Tur- | 
rill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, | 
Washington, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas | 
T. Whittlesey, and Yell—132. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bond, John Chambers, 

Chetwood, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Dawson, 
Elmore, Evans, Graves, Griffin, Hardin, Harlan, 
Hazeltine, Hiester, Hoar, Hopkins, Ingersoll, 
Janes, Jarvis, Jenifer, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Sampson Mason, Mercer, Milligan, James A. 
| Pearce, Pearson, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, 
| Russell, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Waddy 
| Thompson, Underwood, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
| Williams, and Sherrod Williams—43. 


| [When the name of Mr. Wise was called, that 
|| gentleman rose in his place, and asked to be ex- 
| cused from voting, on the ground that he had been 
| absent during the whole discussion on the bill, (on 
| the select Committees, of which Mr. W. is a mem- 
| ber;) which was granted. } 


ARMY REGISTER. 


| The CHAIR presented a communication from 
| the War Department, transmitting two hundred 
and fifty copies of the official Army Register for 
the use of the members. 
On motion of Mr. McK1M, 
- The House adjourned at six o’clock, p. m. 


| 
| So the bill was passed. 


IN SENATE. | 
Tuorspay, January 26, 1837. 


The CHAIR presented a communication from | 
|| the Adjutant General, transmitting a certain num- 
||.ber of copies of the Army Register; which, on 
|| motion of Mr. GRUNDY, was referred to the 
|; Committee on Military Affairs. || 
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of H. Quim- 
by, asking the assistance of Congress to test the || 
| utility of an apparatus invented by him, by which 
| the quantity of water in a steam-boiler may be | 
| better ascertained than at present. 
Mr. D. moved that the petition be referred to a | 
|| = committee of seven; which was agreed to; 
and, 
| On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Chair was 
|| directed to appoint the committee. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Samuel 
|| C, Reeve, recommending telegraphic communica- || 
|| tions; which was referred to the Committee on the 
|| Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 


i] 


|| printed. 
Mr. DANA presented the petition of Gad Hum- | 
| phreys; which was referred to the Committee on | 


'| Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the petition and || 
papers of Dr. Samuel White, on the files of the || 
last session, were again referred to the Committee | 
on Pensions. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial and || 
joint resolutions of the General Assembly of the | 
|| State of Indiana, asking an additional appropria- | 
tion for carrying on the public works at Michigan || 
City; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the petition and pa- || 

ers of Stephen McCormick, on the files of the || 
ast session, were again referred to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. LINN presented the memorial of a number || 


| 





|| priation for certain objects of internal improve- 
|| ment, and to confine the sale of the public lands 


j 


‘| was referred to the Committee on the Public | 


|| Lands. 
‘|| On motion of Mr. WHITE, the petition of Wil- || 


| acter of the claim of 
| on which the fort at Chicago, in the State of Illi- 


|| of the people of Wisconsin, asking for an appro- | 


|| to actual settlers and in limited quantities; which | 
i 





|| liam Parkes, on the files of the last session, was 
|| again referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 
|| Mr. MORRIS rose, and said that it would be 
|| recollected by the Senate, that a few days since, 
| when the memorial from the grand jury of the Dis- 
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trict of Columbia was presented, he then told the 
Senate that he was in possession of a great number 
of abolition petitions. Now he would give notice 
that to-morrow he should take the opportunity of 


| presenting them. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of William Rempton, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same; also, from 
the petition of Francis Epps, and that he have 
leave to withdraw his petition and papers; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of John Denison, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same; alse, from 


| the bill for the relief of H. Harris, and that it be 
| referred to the Committee on Pensions; which 


was agreed to. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the bill for the 
relief of Frances Barker, the widow of Isaac 
Barker, reported the same with an amendment; 
also asked that the Committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Eliza 


| Haywood, praying for a pension, the widow of 


—— Haywood; which was agreed to. 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 


| citizens of Hyde Park, praying for a survey of 


the Hudson river, and for the erection of buoys, 


|| beacons, &c.; which was referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Commerce. 


Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Claims, to which was referred the bill 
| from the House for the relief of Joseph Young, 


reported the same without amendment, and said 
that he was instructed to move its indefinite post- 
ponement when it should come up. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the same com- 


|, mittee was discharged from the further considera- 


tion of the petition and papers of the heirs of 


|| Morgan Alexander. 


Mr. KENT, from the Committee for the District 


| of Columbia, reported, without amendment, the 


bill to amend the act to quiet possessions, enroll 


| conveyances, and to secure the estates of pur- 


chasers in the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, the bill providing for 
the adjustment of certain claims to reservations of 


|| lands, under the fourteenth article of the treaty 


with the Choctaw Indians, was taken up and made 


| the order of the day for to-morrow week. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. MORRIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the nature and char- 
to the tract of land 





nois, is situate; and that they also inquire whether 
any part of the claim or lot of land has been dis- 
posed of or transferred, for the purpose of creating 
an interest in order to procure the confirmation of 
said claim; and that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office proceed no further in the ex- 
amination of said claim until the above inquiry is 
had, and that the committee have power to send 
for persons and papers, and to examine witnesses 


|| on oath. 


Mr. EWING, of Illinois, offered the following 
resolution; which lies on the table one day for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting the right of preémption to the State of 
Illinois, to all unappropriated public lands lying 
within the distance of three miles of any of the 
following public works about to be undertaken by 
the said State, viz: The Great Wabash, Illinois, 


, Rock, Kaskaskia, Embarruss, Little Wabash, and 


Kankakee rivers; the Central railroad, from the 
mouth of Ohio river to Galena, via the western 
terminus of the [Ilinois and Michigan canal; the 
Alton and Shawaneetown railroad, the Alton and 
Mount Carmel railroad, and the railroad from 
Quincy, ‘by Jacksonville, Springfield, Decatur, 
and Danville, to the State line. 


a 


” Mr. GRUNDY submitted the following resolu- || 


tion; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join |) 


such committee as may be appointed by the House 
of Representatives, to ascertain and report a mode 
of examining the votes for President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, and of notifying the 
persons elected of their election. 


PAYNE PERRY. 


On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions was discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration of the petition and papers of | 
Payne Perry; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill supple- | 
mentary to the act to amend the judicial system 
of the United States, was taken up, and made the | 
special order of the day for Tuesday next. 


PORT OF NEW ORLEANS. 


The bill to extend the limits of the port of New 
Orleans was read the third time and passed. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF RICHARD W. MEADE. | 


The bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard | 
W. Meade was taken up on the third reading, | 
and, on motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was laid on | 
the table. 


SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill to prohibit the sales of the public lands, 
except to actual settlers, and in limited quantities, | 
was taken up as the special order of the day. 

Mr. WALKER moved an amendment to except 
from the operations of the bill, and from preémp- 
tions, all lands occupied under the authority of the 
United States, and that have been or may be re- | 
served by law for any special purpose, or for town 
lots; which amendment was agreed to. 

After some remarks from Mr. RUGGLES, 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the amendment 
was further amended, by inserting a proviso that 
no writtea or verbal contract, mortgage, or other 





it was well known that when a father of a family 


States for the purpose of 
| vision for his children w 
| These people(Mr. B. said) seldom purchased more 
| than a half section of land; and if gentlemen 


| tended, becomes twenty-one years of age, he goes 
| out to the West with his wagon and horses, and 


| 
| 


i} 


| 


| provided with such a most meritorious class of | 
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not done so, he felt it his duty to offer it, and to 
state, concisely, the reasons why, in his opinion, it 
should be adopted. Inthe old States of this Union | 


gets a little forward in the world, there was nothing 
more common than for him to go into the new 
parenening land as a pro- 

en they become of age. | 


to this sey, he should have no great objection 
toit. The land is thus purchased, (continued Mr. 
B.,) and as sure as the child, for whom it is in- 


farming implements, and becomes the very best 
settler that the new States can have. No specula- 
tion was intended by this mode of purchase, and 
none could possibly take place under it. It would 


be a great advantage to the citizens of the old || 


States to permit them in this way to provide for 
their children, and he apprehended that the new 
States would be equally benefited by being thus 


settlers as the sons of the industrious and respect- 
able farmers of the old States. Mr. B. said he 


had hoped that the Committee on the Public Lands || 





would have offered this amendment; but as they 


| had not done so, he had felt it his duty to submit 


| 


it to the consideration of the Senate, trusting that 


| no objection would be made to it. 


_ ment, for it could not have come from a more 
| appropriate quarter. 
| there was to be any greater privilege in the case 
| of a child of a provident and attentive father, than 
| in that of a son or daughter, who might be left 
|| orphans? 
|| ity carry out the principle to the grandchild as 
| well as to the child? 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, so to modify his 
|| amendment as to embrace that relation as well as 
|| the others. 


incumbrance, made with a view to evade the pro- || 


visions of this act, shall be binding. 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment, striking | 
out the provision permitting a purchaser of the 
public lands at any time within five years to relin- 
quish the land purchased and receive back the | 
purchase money. 

After some remarks in support of this amend- | 
ment, by Messrs. WHITE, LINN, GRUNDY, | 
and CLAY, it was adopted. 


MICHIGAN SENATORS. 


On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bill was here | 
laid on the table, to allow him to make a motion | 
with regard to the qualification of the Michigan 
Senators. 

A meseage was then received from the President | 
of the United States, by Mr. ANprew Jackson, Jr., 
his Secretary, stating that the President had signed 
the bill for the admission of the State of Michigan 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States. 

The credentials of the Hon. Joun Norvext and | 
the Hon. Luciws Lyon, elected by the Legislature | 
of the State of Michigan on the 10th November, 
1835, to represent that State in the Senate of the | 
United States, were read by the Secretary; and, 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the usual oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States was 
administered to Messrs. Norveit and Lyon by the 
Vice President, and they took their seats in the 
Senate. 

LAND BILL—AGAIN. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the land bill was 
again taken up; when 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted an amendmentto 
allow to fathers, in each of the States, having | 
children between the ages of twelve and twenty- 
one years, or to mothers of such children, whose | 
fathers are dead, to enter a section of land in the | 
name of each child, the patent not to issue until | 
the child in whose name the entry is made be- | 
comes of age. 

Mr. B. said that he had expected that the, 
Committee on the Public Lands would have sub- | 








|| lected by the Senate, that among the greatest 
_ objections to the bill. was that raised by the Sen- 
|, ator from Ohio, (Mr. Ewrne,] that it would in- 
|| crease, instead of diminish, the land sales, b 


\ 
the 
|| self, however, agree with the Senator from Ohio, 





| old States had not that privilege. 


Mr. CLAY said that he was very glad the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania had offered the amend- 


But, he would ask, why 


Did not every consideration of human- 


He would suggest, then, to 


Mr. WALKER said, that it would be recol- 





facilitating the entry of land; that individuals 


'| would not only enter lands in their own names, 


but in the names of all their children. Now, if 


_ these objections of the Senator from Ohio would 


apply to the bill itself, they would undoubtedly 
apply with still greater force to the amendment of 
enator from Pennsylvania. He did not him- | 
and would have no objection to the amendment of | 
his friend fram Pennsylvania with a slight mod- 
ification. The bill itself (Mr. W. said) provided | 
for the entry of lands by minors, after arriving at | 
the age of eighteen years. Therefore, if the gen- 
tleman would confine his amendment to minors | 
between the ages of twelve and eighteen years, he | 
would agree to it. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, said his objection to the 
bill of the Senator from Mississippi was not to any 
of the particulars to which the gentleman had just 
referred; but it was that a father could enter in 
the name of his wife or child a tract of land, pro- 
vided he lived near it, but that fathers living in the | 

Now, he [Mr. 
Ewe] conceived this to be a great objection to 
the bill, for it was giving a great preference in 
favor of actual settlers over those living at a dis- | 
tance; it was, in fact, placing it in the power of | 
those resident on the spot to monopolize to the , 
amount of three-fold or five-fold more of the pub- | 
lic lands than those living at a remote distance 
from them. He thought, then, that the bill should | 
be modified, rather than the amendment, so as to | 
confine the entry of lands to parents in behalf of | 
their children, who may be between the age of 
twelve and twenty-one years. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that he did not 
wish to embarrass the bill by offering any pro- 
vision to it which he did not deem absolutely 
necessary, in order to prevent a public good from 
being converted into a public evil; but he could 


mitted an amendment of the character of the | not, representing, as he did, an agricultural com- 
one he had just offered; but inasmuch as they had || munity—many members of which were frequently 


| to armend the bill as reported by the comm 


|| it was but P 
t n at the age o 
wished to restrict the operations of his amendment | 


| dence required this course; and, if 


|| gested to him; and if an 


|| one,” he (Mr. B.) would then vote to carr 


going West with their children, whose welfa 
| was of some importance—forego this opportunity 
of proposing this amendment. He should like ¢ 

| know what course to pursue which would renq 
his amendment successful. If so, he would mone 
_ by saying that the individual should enter an 
age of twenty-one, instead of eighteen. He though, 

roper that a youth, before arriy; 

twenty-one, ought not to have an 
inducement offered him to quit the paternal roo; 
| He entertained the opinion that policy and pru. 
he did not thin 
, that there was some danger to be apprehended j, 
_ regard to the loss of the amendment, he should cer. 
| tainly make the modification which had been gyp. 
y gentleman would move 
» and insert “ twenty. 


| proposition into execution. ro 

Mr. LINN suggested to the Senator from Penp. 
sylvania that his amendment, as it stood now 
would be more likely to receive the vote of th. 
majority than if modified. Mr.L. said that if th. 
amendment should prevail, it would be at variancs 
with the whole object of the bill. 

Mr. MORRIS contended that if the amendmen 
should prevail, the title of the bill should te 
_changed. It ought to be entitled “A bill to ep. 
| courge the settlement of the public lands by law,” 

He repeated that if the amendment should ly 
adopted, it would entirely destroy the great object 
intended to be accomplished by the bill, and open 
wide the flood-gates of speculation. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked, that the effect of the 
bill as it at present stood, was to confine its bene. 
| fits entirely to the inhabitants of the neighborhood, 
| to the exclusion, in fact, of those living at a dis. 
tance. He maintained that the right of entering 
| lands should be given to the uncles of children, 
| and also to guardians as well as fathers and grand- 
| fathers, in behalf of the child or children, whose 
parents may be dead. 

Mr. MORRIS hoped the amendment, or substi- 
tute, for the original bill, as reported by the Com- 
| mittee on the Public Lands, and amended, together 
with the amendment of the Senator from Pennsy!- 
vania, might be printed, and the further considers- 
tion of the subject postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER hoped not. If the proposition 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania prevailed, he 
would have no objection to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill till to-morrow. 

Mr. LINN wanted the bill to be what it pur- 
ported, to confine the sales of the public !ands to 
actual settlers. ‘That was all he desired. 
| Mr. BUCHANAN observed, that with all the 
favorable feelings he had for the interests of the 
West, he did not know that he could vote for this 
bill, unless it contained some such provision as the 
one he had submitted. Was this amendment to 
open wide the flood-gates of speculation? What 
was there in it to authorize such a prediction’ 
How could speculation possibly be practiced w- 
der it? If gentlemen thought the quantity of land 
too great, he cared not if they reduced it belowa 
section, for so far as his constituents were con- 
cerned, he did not believe that one in a hundred of 
these ever purchased more than a quarter of a sec- 


to strike out ‘ eighteen 








on. 
How (Mr. B. asked) could speculation ever be 
attempted under this provision? No patent was to 
issue until the child for whom the land was pur- 


chased arrived at the age of twenty-one years; and 
was it likely that any father would travel from the 
Atlantic to the extreme West to buy land for his 
child for which he is to receive no patent for eight 
or ten years, encountering all the trouble and ex- 
pense of the journey with a view of making 4 
speculation? The very circumstance that no patent 
is to issue until the child becomes twenty-one years 
of age, would of itself prevent the possibility of 
a speculation. lt was asking a little too muc 
mg Mr. B.) to expect us of the old States to vole 
or a bill of this kind, without some such provision. 
He did not say that he would not vote for the bill 
without the adoption of the principle he contended 
for, but he did say that after the bill was suffi- 
ciently matured, and was out of committee, he 
would weigh well all its advantages and disad- 
vantages, and that the absence of this provision 
might turn the scale against it. Mr. B. suggested 
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a ee ee 
that it would be better to postpone the bill for the 
prendid not know at present whether he would or | 
ot make a modification of his amendment; but | 
ie certainly would contend for the principle it con- 
tained with all the ability he possessed. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, made some observations 
in favor of the motion of the Senator from Ohio, 
Mr. Morris.) He wished to see the bill in print | 
( the shape in which it now stood, in order thor- | 
oughly to understand before voting or agreeing to it 
as amended incommittee. It was not now the bill | 
it was as it came from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, for it had undergone many amendments 
and though a number of them were said to be ver- 
bal, yet he apprehended that they had materially 
changed the character of the original bill. The 
entleman from Ohio said the amendment of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. BucHanan] 
would change the whole character of the bill, and | 


if so he could not vote for it; forthe principal ob- || pass; which was committed. 


‘ect they all had in view was to check speculation, | 
lessen the great amount of the land sales, and thus 

diminish a too redundant revenue. These were | 
the objects for which the bill was introduced, and | 
he wished, by having the bill printed as it then | 
stood, to see how far it retained its original char- 
acter. Fle was not disposed to enter into an ex- | 
amination of all the provisions of the bill now. 
He was not prepared to do so in consequence of 
the changes that had been made in it by the man 

amendments which were called verbal, and whic 


no Senator had been able to keep an exact account || 


of. It was, therefore, necessary that the whole 
subject should be distinctly presented to the Senate | 
before taking any further question on it, as noth- 
ing could be gained by hurrying the question 
before the details were arranged. He wished, 
further, to see what modification the Senator from 
Pennsylvania would give to his amendment. L 
After some remarks from Mr. WALKER in 
opposition to the postponement, 
The question was taken on Mr. Morris’s mo- 


tion, and the bill was postponed till to-morrow, || 


and the amendments of the committee, with the | 
amendment proposed by Mr. Bucuanan, were 
ordered to be printed. 


THE TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate took 
up the bill to designate and limit the fundg which 
shall be received for the public revenue—yeas 33, 
nays 12. 

Mr. RIVES submitted an amendment, that 
from and after the 30th December, 1841, the notes 
of no banks shall be received for the public dues 





which issue notes of a less denomination than || 


twenty dollars. 

After a debate, in which Messrs RIVES, 
MORRIS, WALKER, EWING, of Ohio, and | 
BAYARD, took part, Mr. Rives’s amendment 
was adopted—yeas 25, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing of Illinois, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, | 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Preston, Rives, Robinson, | 
Sevier, Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, 
White, and Wright—25. é 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Ewing of Ohio, Hendricks, Kent, 
King of Alabama, Knight, Moore, Morris, Nicho- 
las, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, and Tom- 
linson—18. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

THE MARINE CORPS. 

The bill from the House to change the titie of 
certain officers of the Marine Corps, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The Senate then adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 26, 1837. 

Some conversation took place between Mr. A. 
H. SHEPPERD, Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, and 
the CHAIR, in relation to the entry made on the 
Journal of Mr. W1se’s being excused from voting | 
on the Michigan bill, on the ground of his absence 
on a select committee. The Journal having been 
ordered to be amended by setting forth that reason, 
the conversation dropped. 


THE CONGR 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
til all the amendments were printed | 


| Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the heirs of William Walters, deceased; which 
was read twice and committed. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill respecting discrim- 
inating duties upon Dutch and Belgian vessels and 
their cargoes; which was read twice. 
moved that it be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; which, after a brief explanation of 


its provisions and the necessity of its passage by { 


that gentleman, and a few words from Mr. PAR- 
KER, was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to 
be read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 


Whitman to import, free of duty, the necessary 


materials for the construction of an iron steam- | 


boat, with a recommendation that said bill do not 


Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported, with sundry amend- 
ments, a bill from the Senate, fixing thé compen- 
sation of the senior clerk employed in the Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s office; which was 
committed. 

Mr. PINCKNEY, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Frederick 
Fry & Co; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, reported, with an 
amendment, Senate bill to authorize the Washing- 
ton County Turnpike Company, in the State of 
Missouri, to locate and construct a road through 
_ the public lands. The original bill granted a right 
| of way one hundred and eighty feet wide, and the 
/ amendment proposed to strike out the words ‘‘ and 
eighty,’? so as to leave it ‘‘one hundred feet 
wide.”’ The amendment having been concurred 
in, Mr. H. moved that the bill be ordered to a 
third reading. 

Mr. HARDIN expressed a wish to have the 
charter read to the House. 

Mr. HARRISON replied that he had not a 
copy in his possession, but his recollection of it 
was that the company had ten years to complete 
the road, and five to commence it, three of which 
had expired. The road was to be from thirty-five 


to forty miles in length, and opened a direct com- | 
{ munication between the mineral tract in Missouri 
and the Mississippi river, and all the bill provided | 


for was a right of way. 
| Mr. HOWELL had objections to the bill. The 
first was, that it granted a greater width than was 
| given to other roads of the same character, and 
| the next, and more important, was that the sur- 
vey was not required to be made till the road was 
completed, which would have the effect thereby of 
| suspending all the sales of the public lands in the 
| immediate vicinity, or anywhere in the vicinity. 
| Mr. H. would therefore suggest the propriety of 
| so amending the bill as to require the survey and 
| location to be returnéd as soon as made. 
| Mr. HARDIN objected to the bill on another 
| ground, its want of limitation as to the number of 
| depots the company might construct on the public 
| lands; and hesuggested its commitment to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and made that mo- 
| tion. 
| Mr. BOON suggested that if the bill were com- 
| mitted, it be recommitted to the Committee on the 
| Public Lands. 
Mr. HARDIN accordingly made that motion. 
Mr. PARKS said a communication was ex- 
| pected from the Postmaster General on the subject 
| of securing the transportation of the mails on 
| those railroads; and he hoped no more bills grant- 
| ing right of way would be passed till then: 
| Mr. Harptn’s motion was then put and agreed 
to, and the bill recommitted. 
| Mr. STORER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Ichabod Beardsley; which was read twice and 
| committed. 
Mr. HANNEGAN, on leave, presented a joint 
resolution of the Legislature of Indiana, asking 
for an appropriation to complete the public works 
at Michigan City, Indiana; which, on his motion, 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


| 
| 





Mr. H. | 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of 
the rule, for the purpose of submitting a reseolu- 
tion changing the daily hour of meeting to eleven 
o’clock, a. m.; which was lost. 

Mr. BEALE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 


| tion of Henry Thompson, praying for a pension; 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JANES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Anna Smith; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, the 
Committee on Military Affairs was discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of Augusta 


: : || Caroban; and the same was referred to the Com- 
factures, reported Senate bill to authorize George || mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Jonathan Herrick; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of George Allen; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table and be printed. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Chloris 
Doughty, and the petition to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the Committee on 
Manufactures was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Sholteroskii Von 
Shoulty, praying compensation for an improve- 
ment in the mode of manufacture and purifica- 
tion of salt; and the same was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. TURRILL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of George Geortner; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. WEEKS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of Thomas Houghton and others, heirs 
of James Houghton; which was laid on the table. 

FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business, being the motion of Mr. 
Bex for leave to introduce ‘* A bill to secure the 
freedom of elections.’’ 

Mr. BELL said that, at the time the House 
went to the orders of the day yesterday, he was 
making such a statement in relation to the charges 
contained in the preamble of the bill as he thought 
was sufficient to show that they were not intro- 
duced merely upon report without any just foun- 
dation. He thought he had said enough to satisfy 








the House that these charges were not brought 
forward upon mere vague and idle rumors. ‘Then, 
sir, considering that they must be taken to be well- 
founded, he made an appeal at once to the honor- 
able members of that House to say whether the 
charges were not of sufficient importance; whether 
the subject was not of a nature to demand the most 
serious consideration of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, and whether this session should. be 
pe to pass over without some determination 

eing manifested in relation to this subject. He 
knew at the same time he assumed this tone of 
confidence, that there were gentlemen on that floor 
who would undertake to justify some of the 
proceedings he had alluded to, upon a principle 
which he had thought proper to arraign es an 
abuse; but he had the satisfaction of knowing 
that there were a very respectable portion of gen- 
tlemen here connected with those in power, who 
did not pete of certain principles which some 
of the political leaders of thas party attempted to 
defend and justify; and under these circumstances, 
in the course of the remarks he should submit, 
he expected and hoped to have the patient atten- 


those gentlemen who ranked themselves among 
the supporters of the party in power. 

Mr. B. wished in advance to answer an objec- 
tion which he anticipated would rise as to time. 
He knew that the session must be brought to a 
close in about thirty days, and many honorable 
pores would object to this measure being 

rought forward at this time;-when there was so 


tion and favorable ear even of a large portion of 
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much other important business to be acted on, and 


when there was an entire presidential term to ex- 
pire before the recurrence of another-election; but 
Mr. B. would inform gentlemen that he regarded 
this as the only period when it was possible that 
a subject of this description could receive an im- 
partal investigation and decision. I]t was his con- 
ziction, from the experience which he had had in 
the House, that this was the time when the Hlouse 
could pass its impartial judgment on this measure, 
and he had brought it to the notice of the House 
at as early a day as the rules and orders of the 
House would permithim. Besides this there was 
a reason, in addition to the importance of the sub- 
ject itself, why it should be acted on at present. 
We must recollect that an election is just passed, 
in which all the abuses and irregularities com- 
plained of have been practiced in a very consider- 
able degree; that these occurrences are yet fresh 
in the recollections of the people, and the Constitu- 
tion where it had been violated was yet bleeding; 
and if apathy was suffered to come over the public 
mind, by the Ume another year would roll around 
they would hear no more of this question. ‘The 
consequence would be, that the ume for another 
election campaign would arrive, and every evil 
complained of would be muluplied, and every 
abuse oggravated. 

There was another reason why the present was 
the most propitious me to consider this subject. 
There was a new Administration about to com- 
mence in the Government, and that Administration 
was not committed as to the principles it was 
about to introduce; and the proposition now 
brought forward could not be considered as an 
attack upon that Administration. It was not to 
be considered as a charge and a fault upon the 
Administration which had not yet commenced, in 
practice, in relation to any of these abuses; and, 
for one, it should be his study, as an individual 
member of the Liouse and citizen of the Republic, 
to detect, as far as in his power, what he con- 
sidered an irregular means of bringing the new 
Administration into power, and to give to every 
portion of the people the rights and privileges 
guarantied to them. [Ele was disposed the more 
to do this because he was satisfied that, until the 
elements of the opposition were considerably 
changed, and the time should arrive when there 
would be a new organization of parties, that any 
systematic opposition would prove unavailing. 

He thought it must have struck every intelligent 
and impartial individual in the country, that, no 
matter what was the cause, there was some malig- 
nant distemper deeply affecting our political sys- 
tem. Under all former Administrations he knew 
there had been much party excitement, charges 
of gross abuses, infringements on the Constitution, 
and violent invective against persons connected 
with the Administration; yet he put it to gentle- 
men whether there was not now a state of things 
existing throughout the country which was un- 
known at any former time. He thought he was 
right in affirming that a new character was form- 
ing and attaching to the political institutions of 
the country. The Government was not now 
looked upon by individuals unconnected with it 
as it had been under former Administrations. 
He did not desire to consume the time of the 
House by going into details, and examining the 
causes which led to the evils complained of, but 
it seemed to him, and he thought it must have 
‘ attracted the attention of every impartial observer 
of events, that the absolute power of the Gov- 
ernment was concentrated in one head, or in 
one hand of the Government; nor was it any 
the less objectionable to him when that absolute 
power was exercised under the garb of being 


an illustrious exception to the general rule. 
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ernment in regard to any particular measure, do 
you hear them inquire, as formerly, What will 
Congress do in relation to this matter? or, How wiil 


the House of Representatives decide on any question 
| of interest? 
| which you met with; and members of that 
| could sit there, and have opinions of their own 

upon all questions brought before them for deci- 

sion, 
to answer, if these were the inquiries met with at | 


These were formerly the inquiries 


Now Mr. B. would putit to any gentleman 


present. No, sir; the inquiry is not what will 


the House of Representatives, or what will the | 
| Senate do? but what will the President do? what 
| will the Executive do? what will Andrew Jackson 
| do? 


He would proceed no further, except to 
make the remark that it seemed to him that this 
single incident was sufficient to show that there 


| had been a transition of the Government from the 
hands of the regularly constituted authorities to | 
| that of the President, and from being a Govern- 
| ment of the people to be a Government of the 
| Executive. 
|Government of three coérdinate branches, each 
| acting ag a constitutional check upon the other; 


The Government was no longer a 


but it was a Government in substance, in fact, 
and in truth, concentrated in one department, in 


| one head, and he regretted to say, with too much 
truth, that that head was merely the head of a 
| party. 


Mr. B. said there had been, however, recently, 


alluded to the celebrated deposit bill, which passed 


at the last session of Congress. This bill was the | 


only measure of any importance which had been 
passed against the wish, and against the influence 
of the Executive, and he begged gentlemen to re- 
member that this bill was only passed by opposing 


| patronage to patronage, and money to money, and 
| by arraying, in some sense, corruption against 
| corruption. The people of the States were excited 
| to desire and demand a more equal apportionment 


of the spoils. The people manifested a determ- 
ination to secure to themselves, and to take from 
those in power the large surplus which had ac- 
cumulated in the Treasury; and the moment this 
surplus was wrested from those in power, that 
moment did you see those gentlemen come forward 


| with propositions to get rid of this revenue. The 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] was || 
| immediately upon his feet with a proposition to 
_ reduce the revenue to the wants of the Govern- 


ment. The whole party was up exhibiting their 


| patriotism to reduce the revenue to the wants of | 
| the Government; and agentleman from NewYork | 
| was using the greatest exertions to show that the || 


moneys were going to corrupt the States. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here moved that the 
House proceed to the orders of the day; which 
was agreed to. 

PORT OF NEW ORLEANS. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled ‘‘ An act to 


extend the limits of the port of New Orleans,” | 


was read a first and second time; and 
On motion of Mr. RICE GARLAND ordered 
to a third reading to-morrow. 
DISTRICT COURTS IN ARKANSAS. 


The bill from the Senate to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of the district court of the United States for 


the district of Arkansas was read twice and com- || 


mitted. 
NORMAN HOLT. 


The amendments of the Senate to the bill of the 
House for the relief of Norman Holt were con- 
curred in. 


RAILROADS IN FLORIDA. 


'| of the Whole under the rules of the Ho 
|| account of its making a charge upon the T’r 


ouse | 


He. 


January 26, 


ee 
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USE, On 


| ‘The SPEAKER decided that the obien”” 


| came too late. It ought to have been made bein 
|| the bill was ordered to a third reading. ” 
_ Mr. WARDWELL then observed that he was 
| Opposed to the bill in its present shape. He haq 
no interest in the matter. But he was unvwillj 
to pass a law to operate upon those who shouyid 
come after him and not operate on himself, 

He was opposed to it also, because it was unequal 
in its operation upon different members. In some 
instances, the mail route by land would be longer 
| than the route by water, by which members aj. 

ways travel. : 
___He had another objection. The bill before the 

House permits members to come into the District 

and stay away from the business of the House the 

whole session, and yet receive their pay for every 
day of the session; while those who should g0 
from the District for a few days on account of 
sickness, or any urgent business, would not re. 
ceive it. The bill is wrong, and he would move 
| to have it committed, for the purpose of amend. 
|| ment, were it not for the demonstrations the other 
|| day that so large a majority was in favor of jt 
| with all its imperfections. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND had voted for the bill the 
|| other day, but he should have had no objection to 
| see it modified. He said the compensation, be 
what it might, ought to be just, and proportion. 
ably equal, but the present oil! was obviously im- 
perfect. He agreed, also, with the gentleman 
| from New York, that they ought to pass a law 
|| applying to themselves; and not magnanimously 
| pass one bearing on their successors. He wag 
for meting out justice, and beginning at home, 

He was thoroughly convinced that those who 

wished to come back again ought not to wish for 
| the passage of this bill, for the people would gen- 

erally condemn it when they became acquainted 
|| with the facts. 
|| Mr. TURRILL inquired whether the commit- 
|| tee named in a bill was a joint committee. 
|| ‘The SPEAKER replied that it was a joint com- 
|| mittee. 

Mr. TURRILL said so he supposed.. He did 

_ not know that anything he could say against this 
bill, in these times of popularity-seeking, on a 
small scale, would have much, if any effect; but 


| 
| as he had made up his mind to vote against the 
+ bill, he felt called upon to state one or two objec- 


|| SUTHERLAND,] who has just taken his seat. 


tions to it,in addition to those which have already 
been urged by his colleague,[Mr. WarpweE tt, Jand 
the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania,|Mr. 


his 





|| bill is intended to provide for equalizing the mile- 
|| age of members of this House. At the commence- 
|| ment of each session the bill requires that a com- 
|; mittee shall be appointed to examine into the 
|| honesty of members, and fix their mileage; and it 
|| would seem that it was appreliended that there 
| might be a difficulty in finding members of this 
|| House possessing sufficient integrity and capacity 
|| to constitute this committee; for the bill provides 
| that you shall go to the other branch of the Legis- 
| lature and call in three Senators to aid in this in- 
|| vestigation of mileage, so as to prevent the three 
|| members of the committee selected from this 
| House from allowing too much mileage to the 
|| Representatives. Sir, (said Mr. T.,) if there must 
|| be a committee, let it be composed of membersof 
|| this House. I am opposed to going to the Sen- 
ate for any portion of it. Mr. T. thought that 
| the mileage should be equalized if it could be done, 
|, and he was willing to have it adjusted by the Clerk 
| of the House, or the Sergeant-at-Arms, and each 


individual member, but he could not vote for 4 


The amendments of the Senate to the billof the | 


sti t . , ; 
er a ie: ee age age House, granting the right of way to certain rail- | 


bill which required each member of this House to 


all practical purposes, the whole power of the 
Government was concentrated in one department 
of the Government. He was not prepared now 
' to say what progress towards a revolution in the 
Government had been effected, but it was evident 
that a revolution in some sense had been com- 
pleted. He said he had had the honor of having 
a seaton that floor long enough, and had made 
annual visits to and from the seat of Government 
often enough, to have learned the great changes 
which had taken place in public sentiment on this 
subject. When you hear strangers inquiring what 
will be the probable course of policy of the Gov- 


be examined by a joint committee in relation to 


roads in Florida, were concurred in. || his mileage. 


NAVY OFFICERS. 1 
The bill to change the title of certain officers of | 


the Navy, was read a third time and passed. 


| 
MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. | 


The * bill to establish a more uniform rule of | 
computing the mileage and per diem compensation | 
of members of Congress’’ coming up on its third | 
reading, 
Mr. WARDWELLasked the Speaker whether | 


this bill must not be committed to a Committee | 


Mr. LANE said he had nothing to lose or gain 
by the passage of this bill, for his residence was 
so situatéd that he could travel either by water or 
by stage from his own door. It so happened that 
he could lose nothing, retrospectively, by any of 
its provisions, for he had never lost a single day 
or hour since he had the honor of being a member 
of that House, and that he had charged his mile- 
age upon the nearest route. He, however, con- 
sidered this bill, though not intended to be so, & 
direct attack upon the western members; and he 
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